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Behold a Ladder Set Up On the Earth

After graduating from the Florida State University School of Music in 1976, Frank McKinney taught middle and high school band
for thirty eight years in Florida and Georgia. Frank is now retired from teaching but is an active musician, clinician and composer,
playing with the Georgia Wind Symphony, TriState Community Band of North Georgia, Young Harris College Band and his jazz
combo, The Swing Set. Frank is a member of the National Association of Music Educators, the National Band Association, the
Florida Music Educators Association, the Florida Bandmasters Association and the Georgia Music Educators Association. He and
his wife, Cara, live near Blairsville, Georgia, where they enjoy the outdoors with their cat, Howdy.

Please contact the composer if you require any further information about this piece
or his availability for commissioning new works and appearances.

frank.mckinney@enpmusic.com

ISBN: 9781778930492
CATALOG NUMBER: CB224483

COST: $80.00
DURATION: 3:50

DIFFICULTY RATING:GRADE 3.5
Concert Band

www.enpmusic.com

Frank McKinney

Genesis 28:12: “And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to
heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it.”

This composition touches upon both the thoughtful meditation and the emotional response to the lyrics of the
African American slave spiritual “We Are Climbing Jacob's Ladder.”

A variation of the well-known theme is stated in the opening Adagio trumpet solo and then repeated several
times throughout the piece. A more upbeat Allegro variation then enters before the familiar tune is finally
introduced calmly by the bassoon. Using the given rhythmic divisions, emphasize the pulses during the
mixed meter phrases from measure 30 to 41. The ensemble must work to balance to the melodic lines
throughout. There are abundant opportunities for both sensitive and robust musical moments.

During the call and response climax in the organ-like Religioso section, maintain rhythmic clarity in the tied
patterns with the use of slight separation. (Notice the change in patterns in measure 103). The upper
woodwinds should be allowed to present the top register at full volume. In the closing moments, the low
winds “climb Jacob's Ladder” one last time!

Behold A Ladder Set Up On The Earth was commissioned by Randy Wilbur,
bassoonist with the Tri-State Community Band of North Georgia.Prev

iew
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