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Ryan Meeboer

Picture a circus, with creepy clowns, an evil ringmaster and fierce animals, and you get Dark Shadows: a fun,
yet twisted piece filled with interesting melodies and animated accompaniments. The opening sets the dark
tone of the piece through a simple melody played above a drone, accompanied by an interesting use of
percussion before moving into the driving, circus style music.

Throughout the music, there are several learning opportunities for musicians to focus on. One is the the use
of accidentals in all parts: melodies, accompaniments and bass lines. Make sure performers are watching
these and playing the correct pitches as indicated.

It is also important to have the accompaniment being performed by the clarinets, tenor sax, horn and
trombone starting at measure 19 flow smoothly as the parts alternate performing eighth notes (should sound
like consistent eighth notes). This may require additional practice so the performers don’t get out of sync
with each other.

Where the bass drum has notes with staccato, the percussionist needs to make sure the drum is heavily muted
to keep those notes from ringing as much as possible.

Finally, in the middle contrasting section starting at measure 57, really make the crescendos and
decrescendos as dramatic as possible to create the full effect, and bring out the fragments of the main melody
to keep the piece tied together.Prev

iew
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