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Dark Shadows

Ryan Meeboer

Picture a circus, with creepy clowns, an evil ringmaster and fierce animals, and you get Dark“Shadows: a fun,
yet twisted piece filled with interesting melodies and animated accompaniments. The.@pening sets the dark
tone of the piece through a simple melody played above a drone, accompanied by an interesting use of
percussion before moving into the driving, circus style music.

Throughout the music, there are several learning opportuiiities for musiciansito focus on. One'is the the use
of accidentals in all parts: melodies, accompaniments and bass lings. Make sure performers are watching
these and playing the correct pitches as indicated.

It 1s also important to have the accompaniment being performed by ther¢larinets, tenor sax, horn and
trombone starting at measure 19 flow smoothly.a8 the parts alternate performing eighth notes (should sound
like consistent eighth notes). This may require additional practice se~the performers don’t get out of sync
with each other.

Where the bass drum has notes gvith Staecato, the, percussionist needs to make sure the drum is heavily muted
to keep those notes {rom ringing as much as possible.

Finally, in “the middle contrasting section starting at measure 57, really make the crescendos and
decrescendos as dramatic as possible to create the full effect, and bring out the fragments of the main melody
to keep the piece ticd together.

Ryan Meeboer is a music educator, who obtained his degree through the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at the University of Toronto.
As a composer, he has written and arranged many pieces for concert band, jazz band, and small ensembles. His young band piece, Last Voyage of
the Queen Anne's Revenge, has been well received by performers, educators, and audiences, and his pieces are starting to be found on festival and
contest lists. As a performer, he has had experience in several groups, including concert and stage bands, chamber choir, vocal jazz ensemble,
acoustic duets, and the Hamilton based swing group, “The Main Swing Connection”.

Ryan began studying music at the age of seven through private guitar lessons. During his years in elementary and secondary school, he gained
experience in several families of instruments. Focusing on music education and theory (including composition and orchestration), he attended
McMaster University to achieve his honours degree in music. Ryan is currently a teacher for the Halton District School Board in Ontario, where
he continues to compose and arrange.

Please contact the composer if you require any further information about this piece
or his availability for commissioning new works and appearances.

ryan.meeboer@enpmusic.com

ISBN: 9781778930409 COST: $55.00 DIFFICULTY RATING:GRADE 1.5
CATALOG NUMBER: CB224473 DURATION: 2:45 Concert Band

WWW.enpmusic.com
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