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After the Silence was commissioned by the Huron-Perth Catholic District School Board and the St. Michael
and St. Anne’s Catholic Secondary School Concert Bands - Josh Geddis and Jeff McIntyre, Directors. It was
hoped that the creation of this composition would give the students something further to look forward to
when they were able to make music together once again following the interruption caused by the Covid-19
pandemic.

Students from both schools contributed ideas for the piece and, as a result of their input, After the Silence
was written. The piece is in three connected sections and is meant to musically convey the hectic and
perhaps unappreciated pace of life before the pandemic (Before the Silence), the abrupt interruption to our
routines and the opportunities for introspection that followed (the Silence), and a gradual, thankful, and
optimistic return to our “normal” lives (After the Silence).

I am grateful to all of the students for sharing their thoughts. I was especially moved by a poem submitted by
Grace Eddleston, a student at St. Michael’s. Her poem, Before, ends with the following stanza (presented

here admittedly out of context):
if they h ow this woulll be bef&re
heyNyould IFave Reld han e tightew, hugged
1

le longer, and faken the quiet moment to thank thesun.

Bill Thomas taught music for twenty-three years at the elementary and high school levels in the York Region District School
Board spending most of that time as the head of the music department at Markham District High School. He is a former Drum
Corps International adjudicator and he has been an arranger for over forty marching bands and drum & bugle corps in Canada and
the United States. Bill is currently an Assistant Professor of Music and the conductor of the Wind Symphony at York University in
Toronto.

Please contact the composer if you require any further information about this piece
or his availability for commissioning new works and appearances.

bill.thomas@enpmusic.com
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Commissioned by the Huron-Perth Catholic District School Board
for the St. Michael and St. Anne’s Catholic Secondary School Concert Bands. Josh Geddis and Jeff McIntyre, Directors.
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