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Springer Mountain

After graduating from the Florida State University School of Music in 1976, Frank McKinney taught middle
and high school band for thirty eight years in Florida and Georgia. Retired from teaching, Frank now is a
composer of wind band literature for Eighth Note Publications in Markham, Canada. He is an active local
musician, playing alto saxophone for the Georgia Wind Symphony and the Young Harris College
Community Band, is the pianist for Misty Mountain Winds, and leader of the jazz combo, The Swing Set.
Frank is a member of the National Association of Music Educators, the Florida Music Educators
Association, the Florida Bandmasters Association, the National Band Association and the Georgia Music
Educators Association. He and his wife, Cara, live near Blairsville where they enjoy the outdoors with their
cat, Howdy.

Please contact the composer if you require any further information about this piece
or his availability for commissioning new works and appearances.

frank.mckinney@enpmusic.com

ISBN: 9781771578219
CATALOG NUMBER: CB221420

COST: $70.00
DURATION: 5:10

DIFFICULTY RATING:GRADE 3.5
Concert Band

www.enpmusic.com

Frank McKinney

This spirited overture features contrasting melodies that explore a variety of harmonic textures, inspired by
the excitement and anxious anticipation of hikers as they climb Springer Mountain to set out on the
adventure of a lifetime. Springer Mountain rises amidst the rolling, southernmost Blue Ridge Mountains
between Ellijay and Dahlonega, Georgia, and is the southern terminus of the famous Appalachian Trail.

After the opening fanfare, the interval of a fourth continues to permeate tuneful and rhythmic melodies
contrasting with the musically expressive andante section. The Allegro energico unifies the common themes
and leads to an exuberant finale. Keep the dotted rhythms crisp throughout to maintain the opening spirit.
There are a few modulations marked only by accidentals. The tempo change at measure 101 begins in 9/8
before dropping into 4/4 so be sure to keep the eighth notes at a steady 132 bpm.

I hope that you enjoy this vigorous tribute to the brave thru-hikers who lace up their boots and begin their
epic journey from the rocky slopes of Springer Mountain.

Commissioned by the band directors of Georgia Music Educators Association's District Nine,  for their
2021 Middle School Honor Band. The premier performance took place May 8, 2021 at South Forsyth

Middle School, Cumming, Georgia, with the composer conducting.PREVIEW ONLY
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