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Arranged by Darrin Oehlerking

Souvenir de Quebec
A Selection of French Canadian Melodies

Charles O’Neill (1882-1964) was born in Scotland, and immigrated to Canada in 1905. He was known as an
accomplished bandmaster, cornetist, composer and music educator. From 1922-1937, Dr. O’Neill established and
conducted the Royal 22nd Regiment Band. In 1929 he was asked by the famous American bandmaster and conductor
Edwin Franko Goldman to be a founding member of the prestigious American Bandmasters Association (along with
fellow Canadians J.J. Gagnier and Richard B. Hayward). He served in many capacities within the organization,
including President in 1933 and 1934. He also taught composition and conducted instrumental ensembles at the Crane
School of Music at SUNY Potsdam from 1937-1947. His compositions for band include numerous marches and
overtures, which were performed by the best ensembles of the day, including the famous Goldman Band, and ‘The
President’s Own’ United States Marine Band.
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CATALOG NUMBER: CB220413

COST: $75.00
DURATION: 4:50

DIFFICULTY RATING:GRADE 3.5
Concert Band

www.enpmusic.com

Charles O'Neill

Souvenir de Québec was originally composed in 1930, and was approximately 8 minutes in length. This new
arrangement pares the piece down by eliminating 2 slower, lyrical folk songs included in the original piece
(Las-Bas sur ces montange and J’ai cueilli la belle rose). This was decided after studying a copy of the score
and parts housed in the United States Marine Band (‘The President’s Own’) library. In the first clarinet part,
a marking indicated a cut used by that band in rehearsal and performance in the 1930s. This allows the piece
to clock in at around 5 minutes in length, making it more accessible and playable by ensembles with slightly
less experience than the US Marine Band! Other alterations to the original score include the addition of an
expanded percussion section, simplifying original scoring decisions, cross-cuing parts, and
transposing/updating instruments (bands in the 21st century rarely use Db Piccolo or Eb Horns).

This piece contains the following French-Canadian folk songs:
• À La Claire Fontaine – a very popular song in both France and Québec.
• C'est l'aviron qui nous mène en haut – a popular children’s rhyme/voyageur song. Mène en Haut
was the vast territory initially west of Montréal.
• Dans tous les cantons – A French-Canadian folk song about young love and marriage.
• La belle Françoise – Sung as early as 1650 throughout French Canada. A popular song among
French soldiers, often sung as a farewell to their fiancée before being deployed.
• Dans les prisons de Nantes – A popular sailing song – it is a love story between a prisoner and the
jailer’s daughter, who helps him escape.
• Ah! Si mon moine voulait danser! – thought to have French-Canadian origins, the text is based on a
game of words. A moine (a monk) can also refer to a small toy that a child would spin, like a top.
• En roulant ma boule – A rollicking tune popular with voyageurs, it’s thought to have originated as a
French minstrel, or “jongleurs” (juggler’s) song.
• Vive la Canadienne – was the anthem of French Canadians before the popularity of O Canada.
Interestingly, it is also the quick march of the Royal 22e Régiment – of which Charles O’Neill was
the founder and conductor of the first regimental band in 1922.
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