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Concert Band
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Kevin Clary

Giant’s Lair is an edgy and exciting piece for very young band to perform on one of their first concerts. The
melodic material in the outer sections portrays an agitated giant stopping around violently, and the middle
section simulates an unfortunate visitor to his cave tip-toeing around in an attempt to avoid being spotted.

In addition to being energetic and fun, I believe Giant’s Lair is a useful teaching tool. It is set unambiguously
in the minor mode, and can be used to introduce young students to the coolness of that sound. Having
concert C as tonic provides a great opportunity to introduce beginning trumpeters to third valve slide
technique. The middle section is an approachable introduction to staccato articulation, and the space in that
section allows for the students to work on playing notes of short duration with clean and open releases.

The form of the piece is intuitive and memorable while only using five notes. Young students will learn it
quickly, and it can be prepared for a concert in a reasonably short amount of time. First year or early second
year students should be able to transition out of their beginning book material in Concert Bb into this C
minor mode with relative ease.

K.C.
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