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In Saffron Robes

Bill Thomas taught music for twenty-three years at the elementary and high school levels in the York Region District School
Board spending most of that time as the head of the music department at Markham District High School. He is a former Drum
Corps International adjudicator and he has been an arranger for over forty marching bands and drum & bugle corps in Canada and
the United States. Bill is currently an Assistant Professor of Music and the conductor of the Wind Symphony at York University in
Toronto.
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or his availability for commissioning new works and appearances.

bill.thomas@enpmusic.com

ISBN: 9781771575256
CATALOG NUMBER: CB18363

COST: $80.00
DURATION: 3:40

DIFFICULTY RATING:GRADE 3.5
Concert Band

www.enpmusic.com

Bill Thomas

The title is a reference to Aurora, the Roman goddess of the dawn (also known as Eos in Greek mythology)
who flies across the sky each dawn, heralding the start of the new day.  Aurora is referred to in Homer’s
Iliad:

Now Dawn the saffron-robed arose from the streams of Oceanus to bring
light to immortals and to mortal men, and Thetis came to the ships bearing

gifts from the god. (19.1)

In Saffron Robes was commissioned by the Aurora Community Band, Gordon Shephard, music director,
to commemorate Canada’s sesquicentennial. The piece was premiered at  the Town of Aurora’s Canada

Day celebration on July 1st, 2017
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