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Symbiopholie!

A Proud and Crazy March

Jonathan Dagenais

In 2008 the conductor of the St-Jérdme Concert Band in Quebec Canada approached the composer to commission a piece, more
specifically a march, to celebrate the band’s 160th anniversary - the oldest in Canada. The composer searched to find musical ideas
that would emphasize every aspect of the band and the pride of their long existence then Symbiopholie! was born. This term
describes two feelings: symbiosis and craziness. For the band to go through the different eras, a symbiosis of the musical passion by
the members of the band was necessary - the teamwork and pride of belonging to this group. On the other hand, to get together
every Monday night to play and have fun for two hours requires a certain dose of craziness, a musical delirium! This work has two
distinct sections that oppose and complete themselves at the same time. The first part is a slow march to emphasize with vigour the
symbiosis of the ensemble and the second part, double time, constitutes the unbridled craziness, lively and almost uncontrollable.
The entire piece mixes together (but with respect to the tradition) in a style reminding us of the origins of the military fanfares: the
march.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR:

Symbiopholie! is a work which needs to be interpreted with style and conviction while taking care to define the musical contrasts
between the slow and the fast sections. It is a simple work which needs refinement in the performance to make sure you emphasize
all of the subtleties in rthythm, dynamic and orchestration. In general, when an articulation like a staccato is present on a small note
value, it simply means to play the note clearly detached but always with a good tone.

INTRODUCTION (measures 1 to 21):
The initial tempo of 84 for a half note has to be the fastest tempo to perform the piece. Any faster and the piece will lose its
solemnity. The normal tendency of any band would be to play the many pick up 8th notes too fast (almost like a 16th note triplet),

thus TP VoRy Mboant stabNsh ffom thF be@nniill a ¢ i bdivisjgT e ote. Makeure to Ngep thftempo
stable Sirougho gowor

FIRSTSSECTIC! eastres 224to 71

The percussion parts are very important because they establish the arch cadence. BeSure théy are well balanced dynamically and

that they use the correct sticking. Once that is set, make sure the percussion parts stay in the background so they can serve more as a
color as well as a dynamic support for the ensemble. From bar 62, make sure the trumpets and the trombones do not rush their
rhythmic patterns.

TRANSITION (measures 72 to 91):
Clearly establish a long orchestral crescendo into bar 84 as this will create a very strong tutti that will enable the players to
accomplish good tone quality and an impeccable balance.

SECOND SECTION (measures 92 to 154):

This section, is best described by the Alfred Reed quote from his Armenian Dances: “As fast as possible, but not faster!”. Indeed, it
is essential to play at the maximum tempo the band can handle without sounding pressed and/or panicked even when the tempo falls
under 144. The importance is to keep the crazy and energetic style, the steadfast tempo and the great precision in the performance of
the melodic lines. The percussion trade between measures 119 to 122 has to be very precise.

Jonathan Dagenais holds a Masters degree in Wind Orchestra Conducting from McGill University, supervised by Alain Cazes and a Bachelor’s
degree in Composition from the University of Montréal. In addition to university teaching, Mr. Dagenais is also pursuing a career as a composer
for wind orchestra. His works have been performed by many Canadian university ensembles, they appear on several professional recordings and
some have been listed in MusicFest Canada’s concert band syllabus since 2009. Jonathan Dagenais has a very active conducting career. Since
2005, he has acted as the conductor and artistic director of the Orchestre a Vents Non Identifi¢ (OVNI), a Montreal wind orchestra he co-founded.
In 2010 and 2011, he was appointed conductor of the McGill Wind Symphony and he was a guest conductor for the Montreal Pop Symphony
Orchestra (OSPM) in 2012. Jonathan was appointed as the conductor of the National Youth Band of Canada (NYB) for the 2013 edition.

Mr. Dagenais is active as an adjudicator and clinician in several Canadian festivals.

www jonathandagenais.net
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