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Ryan Meeboer

There are many different myths about how the sword Excalibur came into King Arthur’s possession, both lead to him being
recognized as the true ruler of England.  In one myth, Arthur draws the sword from a mighty stone and anvil.  In another, the king
retrieves Excalibur from the Lady of the Lake.  Regardless of which story is true, or which one believes is true, this piece reflects
King Arthur’s quest to find Excalibur.

The piece opens with chord shots alternating with a melodic alto sax and horn line.  The introduction is meant to be powerful and
grab the attention of the audience.  Although the opening is to be exciting, be sure the band does not overplay and risk losing
control of its tone.

The main body of the piece runs from measures 11-44, where Arthur’s search for the sacred sword occurs.  At measure 13, the
main melody is introduced by the flute, oboe and alto saxophone, with the clarinets playing a light, simple ostinato.  While the
accompaniment is to be played quite detached, the melody is meant to be very legato.  Be sure the melodic performers are not
inclined to play their quarter notes staccato to match the clarinet part.  From measures 21-28, the flute, oboe and alto saxophones
play a counter melody to the trumpet and clarinet main melody, both of which should be balanced with each other.  Measures 29
-36 require a lot of dynamic contrast, so have your students exaggerate the different dynamic levels, especially the piano sections.
 A ‘wave’ of sound is generated by the band in measures 37-44.  This material is re-introduced later in the piece, so it’s really
important to rehearse this effect by having the band balance out the notes played on the down beat with the notes played on beat 3,
while creating loud volume and staying in control of tone.

The music from measures 45-60 reflects Arthur’s discovery of Excalibur.  The material is contrasting to the previous section in
many ways: the dynamics drop to piano, all parts become legato, new melodic material is introduced, and the orchestration thins
out to a allow smaller sections of the band an opportunity to shine.  Be sure the two smaller ‘ensembles’ are well balanced so that
one section does not seem more important than the other.  Also, with dynamics having this dramatic change, performers need to be
able to stay in control of their tone, as well as they have for the louder sections of the piece.

At measure 61, the music represents Arthur wielding the mighty Excalibur for the first time.  The music is fanfare in nature to
reflect his recognition as the rightful heir to the throne.  The music should be played brightly, but again, not overblown.  The piece
then moves into recapping the main material, to represent Arthur starting his new quest-to establish Camelot.

The final measures combine fragments of material heard throughout the piece to give listeners a final reminder of the music tat has
been heard and to create a final climactic build up for the piece.  Although not every note has been accented, the melodic material
should be played with a bold feel to keep the balance with the accompanying ‘wave’ music.
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