EIGHTH NOTE ) PUBLICATIONS
The First Noel

Traditional English Carol
Arranged by Travis Beck

This well-known English Christmas carol is arranged to feature all the members of a brass quintet.

Full of text-painting, this arrangement moves through three stanzas. The first- statetment of the melody,
written over a drone bass, evokes the pastoral scene of the shepherds “in fields'where they lay. keeping their
sheep”. A second statement of the melody in the low brass begins with.distant bellstone-like accents in the
trumpets, painting a picture of the “star shining in the east'beyond theri far” before building in m. 50 (“and to
the earth it gave great light”). The melody returns for a final, majestic yatiation, inspired by the Magi “full
reverently upon their knee” offering their “gold, and myrrh, and frankificense.”

The final section features the iconic ascending line written by John Stainer in 1871. This section should be
played freely and expressively, with a suggestedtempo around 60 bpm.

ISBN: 9781778930126 COST: $15.00 DIFFICULTY RATING: Medium-Difficult
CATALOG NUMBER: BQ223566 DURATION: 5:10 Brass Quintet
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Traditional English Carol
Arranged by Travis Beck

THE FIRST NOEL
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