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Barricade is a fun, high energy piece that gives beginning students the opportunity to learn to play with
rhythmic precision and demonstrate their abilities as performers.

To start, the tempo marking ‘With Aggression’ identifies that the piece is to be played with assertiveness
throughout. This means that each of the notes are to be played with an accented feel, even though they are
not all marked as such. Along with this, the piece also opens with strong dynamics. Be sure that students
begin with the appropriate dynamic so the piece opens with good tone quality and good dynamic contrast can
be used throughout the rest of the piece.

The main melody is introduced at measure 10 with block harmonies accompanying it. Make sure the
melodic material is prominent over these harmonies, as some performers may become excited and over play
their material.

In the contrasting section at measure 26, make sure the slurs are played smoothly without performers clipping
the note at the end of the slur. The section will build naturally by the addition of instruments at measure 30,
so make sure players do not create their own dynamic increase until measure 32.

Measures 42 through 49 is another great opportunity to work on dynamic contrast with the gradual increase
of volume from the beginning of the section to the end. This also leads into measure 50 where the lower
sections get the opportunity to play some melodic material.

As the piece comes to a close, make sure the energy level stays high, but the final notes are not over blown
and the piece can end with the same tone quality as it began.Prev

iew
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