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Alexander Muir

This rousing and patriotic song was written in 1867, the year of Canada’s Confederation. It became very
popular and, for many years, was the unofficial national anthem of Canada.

The story goes Alexander Muir was inspired to write this song by a large maple tree which stood on the street
outside of his house. The lyrics, however quite dated for today’s time, make references to several famous
people and moments in Canadian history including James Wolfe and the battles of Queenston Heights and
Lundy’s Lane.

If performing groups do not find these lyrics to their liking, they are encouraged to create their own that better
suit their own community, school or event.

This arrangement can be played with or without choir. If there is no choir, another option is to have the quintet
sing during the a cappella verse at measure 60 which would make an interesting moment for the audience to
hear.

The piece opens with a “snare drum” passage played by the trombone and gradually introduces the theme in the horn
while the trumpets play bugle calls. This introduction could serve as an opportunity for the choir to “march” into position
and be ready for the chorus which appears at the key change.

This folk song arrangement is part of a collection for young musicians
celebrating Canada’s 150th anniversary since joining Confederation.
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