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Ryan Meeboer

The Lion Heart is a great way to describe one who is brave, be it a soldier, knight, or a member of society who risks
their lives everyday to keep others safe.  The piece is meant to be strong from start to finish, with some short
contrasting sections to allow the band to demonstrate its various abilities.

The introduction is to be played with a slight aggression in order to grab the audience’s attention.  All the parts must
work together in the opening measures to help create the desired dynamic, so everything must be balanced and in
control of tone.

The main melody comes is at measure 17 with quick chords played by the rest of the ensemble.  The melody repeats at
measure 33, with some counter melodies in the lower parts.  This countermelody should be played out a little to create
musical interest, as it is the new material.

The first contrasting section comes in at measure 49, with a simple melody in the horn.  As the countermelodies
gradually enter, be sure that the horn can easily be heard, as they carry the main melody.

At measure 65, a recap of the main melody occurs, and the tuba introduces a new bass line to drive the piece and give it
momentum into the Trio section.  Be sure that these performers do not rush the tempo.

The trio section is to be played gently, with caution that the tempo does not slow, as the bass line follows the rhythm of
all the other playing parts.

In the Coda, be sure the crescendo at measures 131 and 132 is played smoothly, and is able to build up dramatically.
The piece carries through with its boldness and strength until the end of the piece, but again, be sure the tone stays in
control to leave a final good impression.
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