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David Marlatt

In ancient Japan, the shogun were the military commanders appointed by the emperor. Grand and regal, when
a shogun appeared to the public, there was a sense of awe and power at this warrior leader. Flanked by
armies of samurai warriors, their power was obvious and their respect was demanded.

This whole piece is built using a major pentatonic scale (you can demonstrate this by playing just the black
keys on the piano). This is what gives this piece its distinctive sonority and set of harmonies.

Be sure to make a style difference between the regal entrance at the beginning (then again at 33) and the
warrior like accents at bar 17. This is the army - the army of 1000s of samurai warriors willing to do
whatever their commander asks of them.
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