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John H. Hopkins Jr.

We Three Kings has been set here as an upbeat, jazz waltz.  The tuba, trumpet 2, and horn introduce a
variation of the traditional ‘oom-pa-pa’ feel of a waltz, starting in measure 9.  The melody is passed between
the trombone and trumpet 1 until measure 49.  At measure 33, trumpet 2 and the horn play a variation of the
waltz feel with more of a melodic ostinato.  Be sure that this new figure does not overpower the melody in
the trombone.  Motion is added by the tuba at measure 49, through the use of a walking bass line.  This line is
to be played light, but not too separated.  Finally, measure 77 is arranged in a shout chorus feel, so the
instruments should play out, but not over blow to sacrifice good tone.
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