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There have been many mythical heroes in famous literature. From the heroes in ancient Roman and Greek
myths to the heroes of Japan, native America and India, they come in all shapes and sizes. Their quests may
all be different but there are some constants in all great stories.

First there is the Call to Adventure - where the hero sets out with her/his task in hand. The mission begins
and the story unfolds. Next comes the Tests, Allies and Enemies where the hero confronts enemies in battle,
finds friends to align with and bravery and skill are put to the test. With conflict often comes Loss.
Sometimes great loss. It could be a loved one or a friend in battle. Often the hero’s heart is heavy with the
unfortunate results of adventures. The Road Home is always welcome. As fun as an adventure is to go on,
there is nothing like returning home to family, loved ones and time to reflect on one’s quests.

Each section in this piece has a different character or style to it. Be sure to have players “change gears” when
the tempo or style switches. After a majestic opening, the fast Energetically section starts. Keep all notes
lightly tongued and dynamic down under the melody which enters in the mid voices at 13. The melody gets
passed around to other voices until a unison forte dynamic at 29 brings this section to a close. Bar 30 starts a
whole new feel - very smooth and legato. Encourage the players to bring their dynamic down to make a
difference here. Pay careful attention to the articulations marked - make the shorts, short and the accents,
accented!

Loss must be played very sustained at all times. The pyramid building up from the lowest voices must be
balanced with each other but still under the trumpet melody at 51. Pick up to 67 sees a slightly happier, more
optimistic harmony come to life which builds to a powerful forte at 74. Then the trumpet melody and horn
countermelody take over again - sad and mournful.

The Road Home is full of energy and exuberance again. We are heading home, driving to the end with clean,
crisp articulations and a tight ending with all players playing short staccatos.
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