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Arranged by David Marlatt

Santa’s Sleigh Ride is a creative arrangement of Up on the Housetop as it would be heard in various cultures
from around the world. The original melody has been mixed with traditional songs or has been modified to
fit the style of music well known to these cultures.

The piece opens with a fanfare, featuring the melody broken into small pieces. The counter melody quotes
Deck the Halls, which is referenced a few times in this piece. As the introduction draws to a dramatic close,
with the rit. in measure 9, the piece breaks into a mambo, a style of music that originated in Cuba. This
section is to be energetic, but not heavy, so keep all the background figures light.

Measure 34 features the music of Hawaii. Although it is not a country, this musical style creates a good
transition into the bridge of Up on the Housetop, while bringing the music back into 4/4 time. Note that the
eighth notes are to be played with a swing (triplet) feel. As the melody is performed the traditional Hawaiian
piece Aloha ‘Oe can be heard.

Measures 83-87 act as transitional material from the strong music of Spain, into the gentle, melodic style of
Japan. At measure 92, there is a slower moving form of the melody, where both the melody and harmony
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Ryan Meeboer is a music educator, who obtained his degree through the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at the University of Toronto.
As a composer, he has written and arranged many pieces for concert band, jazz band, and small ensembles. His young band piece, Last Voyage of
the Queen Anne's Revenge, has been well received by performers, educators, and audiences, and his pieces are starting to be found on festival and
contest lists. As a performer, he has had experience in several groups, including concert and stage bands, chamber choir, vocal jazz ensemble,
acoustic duets, and the Hamilton based swing group, “The Main Swing Connection”.

Ryan began studying music at the age of seven through private guitar lessons. During his years in elementary and secondary school, he gained
experience in several families of instruments. Focusing on music education and theory (including composition and orchestration), he attended
McMaster University to achieve his honours degree in music. Ryan is currently a teacher for the Halton District School Board in Ontario, where
he continues to compose and arrange.
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or his availability for commissioning new works and appearances.

ryan.meeboer@enpmusic.com

ISBN: 9781771578318 COST: $30.00 DIFFICULTY RATING:Medium-Difficult
CATALOG NUMBER: BC221131 DURATION: 4:00 Brass Choir

WWWw.enpmusic.com




SANTA' S SLEIGH RIDE Ryan Meeboer

Arranged by David Marlatt
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