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Ryan Meeboer

Ancient civilizations represent many things about life as we know it today: power, beauty, intelligence, and
ambition. This piece reflects all of these qualities, from the driving force of the ancient armies, to the
elegance of ancient architecture.

Rise of the Ancients opens with a driving feel under a mysterious melody. As it slowly introduces parts, the
piece moves into some powerful chords, before introducing the main melody at measure 11. The opening
feel returns at measure 19 and also introduces a counter melody. The melodies should be balanced, as they
interact with each other, and both should not be overpowered by the strong accompaniment.

Measures 43 through 53 are the most difficult, as they consistently explore the opposite ends of the dynamic
range.  Be careful that the strong chords are not overblown, and the tone is good in the softer sections.

The contrasting section from measure 53 to 89 was composed to have a cut time feel, so it is up to the
discretion of the director, whether or not to conduct it in cut time.

The piece ends by reintroducing some of the opening material, with some orchestral changes, and slowly
builds to a dramatic climax in the final measures of the piece.PREVIEW ONLY
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