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Howard Cable

Five years after Columbus discovered America, the explorer John Cabot claimed Newfoundland for England.
It became Canada’s tenth province in 1948. On the island singing and song-making have always been a part 
of everyday life. The material in this work is a sampling of popular sea songs and ballads, both traditional 
and composed.

We’ll Rant and We’ll Roar Like True Newfoundlanders is the island’s theme tune. The words were written in
1880 and set to an English air.

The Sailing Cruise of the Lone Flier is considered to be one of the finest airs in the dorian mode. Variants 
have been found in several states in the USA.

Petty Harbour Bait Skiff marks a tragedy at sea. It is a composed folk song by a national bard, John Grace, 
written in the late 19th century.

The Badger Drive composed by the bard John Devine, celebrated the winter months, when fishermen left 
their nets to work in logging camps in the interior.

The Wreck of the H’Emmer Jane is known by more titles and carries more verses than most folk songs. In the
United States it is the famous 49’rs song Sweet Betsy from Pike.

Up the Pond is known as the tune played for the August Regatta Day in St. John’s, the capital of 
Newfoundland. This event began in the mid 19th century. In a march tempo it is the regimental march of 
Royal Newfoundland Regiment.

I’se the B’y is the most popular square dance, foot stompin’ song on the island.

The Kelligrew’s Soiree is a much loved land song, written by the bard Johnny Burke around 1910.
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