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Fiddler’s Farewell
by Loreta Fin 

Program and Rehearsal Notes          Duration: 2:00       Level: 2.5

With a nod to the composer’s Irish lineage on her mother’s side, this work encompasses the characteristics of 
a jig, emphasizing the strong sense of pulse required for this lively dance. The bowing is a mixture of hooked 
strokes and alternating down and up bows, encouraging sound left and right-hand co-ordination. This piece 
is dedicated to the students and teachers of Somerville House, both past and present, as a parting gift after 35 
Years as Director of Strings at the South Brisbane school.

Loreta Fin was Director of Strings at Somerville House School for Girls in Brisbane, Australia for 35 years. She 
conducted the String Orchestras at the school at primary, middle and secondary levels. All of these ensembles 
received Platinum Awards in competitions over the years. Loreta has presented at National and International 
conferences. She has conducted the String Orchestras at both the Queensland State Honours and Australian 
Honours Ensemble Programs over several years. From 2000 to 2004, Loreta was Queensland State President 
of Austa (Australian Strings Association) and served as the National President from 2005 to 2007. She is also 
a String Examiner with the Australian Music Examinations Board and an advisor on several music education 
boards. 
 
Loreta studied at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music and has performed regularly as a freelance musician in 
chamber music and orchestral concerts, as well as in musical theatre. She has been Principal Violist with the 
Queensland Pops Orchestra for over 25 years. Well known as an experienced educator and adjudicator, Loreta 
has also written over 100 publications for young string orchestras, which are frequently selected as set works 
for competitions and festivals. Loreta’s aim is to bring an appreciation and enjoyment of music to as many 
young string players as possible, while teaching valuable rhythmic and technical skills in an enjoyable way. 
She has received  State and National Awards in recognition of her service to AUSTA and the String and Music 
Communities of Australia.
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Fiddler's Farewell

for all my Somerville friends

by Loreta Fin
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