Theory Workbook

Level One
By Wesley Schaum

Schaum’s Pathway to Musicianship

The Schaum Making Music Piano Library integrates method, theory, technic and note reading with
appealing materials for recital and repertoire. Schaum’s well-proven motivational philosophy and
sound pedagogy are widely recognized.

FOREWORD

This workbook presents basic music theory intended to supplement any Level One method book and for all ages. Me-
lodic and harmonic interval reading are emphasized because of their importance for note reading and for training the
sense of touch. The student should become accustomed to the feeling between the fingers to form the space needed
to play each interval. The scale fundamentals presented here lay the groundwork for more analytical study of scales
later. Scale fingerings for both hands are shown separately on the back inside cover.

The pages should be checked and corrected before the “keyboard assignment” is started. Regular keyboard practice
of these workbook pages is essential to reinforce the learning process. A brief music dictionary is on page 32.
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Lesson 8: 6th and 7th Melodic Intervals

Date Score

Name

DIRECTIONS: Write the letter name in the box below each note. Compare the two notes in each measure.
If the notes move UP, count the interval by going forward in the musical alphabet. If the notes move DOWN,
count backward in the alphabet. Write the interval number in the large box above each measure.
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KEYBOARD ASSIGNMENT: Find the notes in each measure. Say the interval number aloud as you play

the last note in each measure. Do this three times per day.




Lesson 16: F Major and G Major Scale Construction

Name Date Score

The steps of the ladder show the eight degrees of the major scale. The Half steps are placed closer together
between 3 - 4, and 7 - 8. The others are Whole steps.

H=Halfstep =~ W = Whole step

Notes of the F* Major Scale and G Major Scale are shown below with scale
degree numbers. The letter H shows the location of the two Half steps in

8 each scale. In ' Major, one flat has to be added. In G Major, one sharp has
l H / to be added.
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DIRECTIONS: Add a sharp or flat where necessary to make the pattern of
6 Whole steps and Half steps for each major scale. Write letter names, includ-
ing the correct sharp or flat, on the line below each note.
w H H
1 1
5 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
%7 =
w [ )
IO e o ¢
< F Major Scale
|
3
\%4
H H
1 1
2 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
%7 =
@
\%4 ~ p P~
< G Major Scale
1 o i
%r- -

KEYBOARD ASSIGNMENT: After completing the written work, play the F Major and G Major scales with
each hand; use the fingering shown on page 32. Do this three times each day.





