Theory Workbook

Primer Level
By Wesley Schaum

Schaum’s Pathway to Musicianship

The Schaum Making Music Piano Library integrates method, theory, technic and note reading with
appealing materials for recital and repertoire. Schaum’s well-proven motivational philosophy and
sound pedagogy are widely recognized.

FOREWORD

This workbook presents basic music theory intended to supplement any beginner method book and for all ages. Em-
pahsis is placed on two important note reading concepts. 1.) Correlation of up-and-down at the keyoard and up-and-
down movement of notes in the staff. 2.) Simple interval reading and recognition in the staff and at the keyboard.

These workbook pages are intended primarily as homework. The pages should be checked and corrected before the
“keyboard assignment” is started. Regular keyboard practice of these workbook pages is essential to reinforce the
learning process. The back inside cover of this book has blank staff lines for extra written assignments.

barline.......ccccooiiiiiiii 9 forte (loud) ..o 32 natural Sign..........cccooeinieeenen. 26
bassclef ......ccooiiiiiiiii 8 Gehord....coeieeiei 34 piano (SOft)........cevvveiiiiiiiieeenenn. 32
beam........ccoo 27 grand staff..........ccooiiiiiiiiii. 9 quarternote ...........cccceeeeieee. 17
brace........ccoooeiiiii 9 half note........ccccooviiiii . 17 quarterrest..........ccccceeenin. 23
Cchord.....ccovvveeiiiiiiiee 33 halfrest.......ccooooiiiiiiie. 23 FESt. e 23
Clef 8 interval (2nd, 3rd) ......ccceveee. 13 R.H. (right hand)..........cc.......... 9
counting.......ccoeevieerieriiins 17,18 interval (4th, 5th)...................... 21 FOOL . 33
Crescendo........ccceeeeveiiinieeneannn. 32 key of C major ........cccccvveeveeen. 26 ] 0= T o S 25
diminuendo..........ccccooiiienne.. 32 key of F major.........cccccceveeen. 26 SPACE .. 7,35
dotted half note........................ 17 key of Gmajor.........cccccceeveeenn. 26 staff....ooo 7
eighth notes....................... 27,28 key signature ...........cccccceeeeen. 26 stem... 27
expression marks .................... 32 L.H. (lefthand)........cccccceeeeeniii. 9 time signature ..................c... 18
Fchord....ooooveveei 33 N€ ..o 7,35 treble clef.......cccceeieeiieieie 8
finger numbers..............cccooe 8 manuscript paper...........cc........ 36 whole note ...........ccccceeiivinnnn. 17
flat. .. 25 MEASUIE.....eenieeeeeeeeeee e 9 wholerest........ccccoeeveeiii . 23,28
middle C .........cccooiiiiie e 9
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Lesson 6: Note Movement: Up, Down or Repeat

Name

Score

Music notes are REPEATED when the notes remain on the same level.
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Jddd

REPEAT

DIRECTIONS: Write letter names in the blank boxes. When the notes move UP, the letters that follow go
forward in the alphabet. When the notes move DOWN, the letters that follow go backward in the alphabet.
When the notes are on the SAME LEVEL, the letters are repeated.

Sample:

J d d

J

Sample:
E D C

Jd

Jd

G

KEYBOARD ASSIGNMENT: Find and play all letters on your keyboard at home. Say the letter names aloud
as you play. Do this three times each day.



Lesson 25: Flats and Sharps

Name

Date

Score

The FLAT SIGN (b ) means go DOWN (left) to the
nearest key. Black key flats are shown below.
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The SHARP SIGN (#) means go UP (right) to the
nearest key. Black key sharps are shown below.
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As you see, each black key has two names. For example, F# and G are the same key.

DIRECTIONS: Draw a line from each note to the correct black key on the keyboard below. Draw the correct

sharp or flat sign on the space inside the black key.
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KEYBOARD ASSIGNMENT: After completing the written work, play all black key notes at the keyboard. As
you play, say the letter name aloud with its correct sharp or flat. Do this three times each day.





