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DRAMATIS PERSONAE

PRINCESS TURANDOT .

THE EMPEROR ALTOUM.

TIMUR - the dethroned Tartar King .o
THE UNKNHOWHN PRINCE - CALAF - his son
LIU - young slave girl .

PING - the grand Chancelior
PANG - the general Purueyor .
PONG - the chief Cook.

8 MANDARIN. 3
THE PRINCE Of PERSIA
THE EXECUTIONER

Soprang
Tenor
RBass

Tenor

. Soprano

Raritone
Tenor

Tenor

Raritone

IMPERIAL BUARDS - THE EXECUTIONER'S RASSISTANTS
(HILDREHN - PRIESTS - MANDARINS - DIGHITARIES
THE EIGHT WISE MEN - TURANDOT'S ATTENDANTS

SOLDIERS - STANDARD BERRERS - MUSICIANS
SHADES OF THE DEPARTED - THE (ROWD
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The walls of the great Uiolet City: the City of the Celestial
Empire. The stage is almost entirely enclosed by a semi-circle
of massive bastions. On the right the. curve is interrupted by
a high covered portico sculptured all over with monsters,
unicorns, phoenix, with pillars rising from the backs of
huge tortoises. ' |

At the foot of the portico, a heauy bronze gong is sus.
pended from two arches.

On the bastions have been erected poles bearing the
heads of the victims. On the left and in the background three
gigqnfic gates open from the walls. The curtain rises on a
glo'rious sunset. In the distance, bathed in golden light,
Peking is seen.

The square is thronged. with a picturesque Chinese crowa?,
motionless and listening to the words of a (Mandarin. Erom
the heights of the bastions, flanked by Tartar guards in black

and red, he reads a tragic decree.
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ACT I

S(ENE 1

8 Pavilion, formed by a huge curfaih curiously decorated
with fantastic and symbolical Chinese figures. The scene is
laio on the first floor and has three entrances: cne in the
centre and two at the sides.

Ping peeps through the middle opening: looks right and
left andcalls his companions. They enter, followed by three
servants, one of whom carries a red lantern, one a green and
one a yellow. These they repair symmetrically in the middle of
the stage on a low table surrounded by three stools. The
servants then withdraw to the back where they remain

squatting.
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SCENE 2

The big square in front of the Palace. In the centre is an
enormous marble staircase, which ends at the fop under a
triple arch. The staircase has three big landings.

Numerous servants place variously coloured lanterns

everywhere. The crowd gradually fills the square.
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SCENE 2

The outside of the Imperial Palace, all sculptured in
white marble, tinted like flowers by the rosy reflection of
the dawn,
| On a high staircase in the centre of the scene, is the
Empzror, surrounded by his court, his dignitaries, wise men
and soldiers. |

On both sides of the square the huge crowd forms a

wide semi-circle.
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