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2 Flute
2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in B-flat
Bass Clarinet in B-flat*
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4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in B-flat
3 Trombones

Timpani
Harp

Strings
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Duration: approx. 32 minutes

PROGRAM NOTE

Jean Sibelius (1865-1957) composed his Symphony No. 6 in D
minor, Op. 104 between 1918 and 1923, a period marked by political
upheaval in Finland following its independence from Russia and by
the composer’s own evolving musical language. Premiered in Helsinki
in February 1923 under Sibelius’s baton, the symphony was described
by the composer as offering “pure, cold spring water” in contrast to the
heavy, sweetened concoctions of his contemporaries. Eschewing overt
nationalism and grand Romantic gestures, Sibelius instead embraced
a spare, modal sound world that reflects both Renaissance polyphony
and his deep affinity for nature. Although overshadowed in popularity
by his Second and Fifth Symphonies, the Sixth has come to be admired
for its austere beauty, clarity of form, and unique spiritual character,
and it remains an essential part of the Sibelius canon, treasured by
conductors and audiences for its quiet intensity and originality.
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