
Kalmus Opera Library

EDWIN F. KALMUS, CO.

FULL SCORE
ACTS I & II

JULES

MASSENET

WERTHER
Drame lyrique in Four Acts
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Libretto by Édouard Blau, Paul Milliet, and Georges Hartmann (pseudonym Henri 
Grémont) after Die Leiden des jungen Werthers by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe



Werther, an opera in four acts by Jules Massenet (1842-1912), 
found its inspiration in a novel by Goethe, The Sorrows of Young 
Werther, which in turn based its story on the actual suicide of a 
young man haunted with adoration for a married woman. First 
performed on February 16, 1892 in Vienna, it quickly reached the 
stage of the Theatre Lyrique in Paris but faltered due to its serious 
subject matter. The growing success of Massenet’s opera Manon 
allowed it to be introduced to Germany. From there, it achieved 
fame in opera houses across the world.

INSTRUMENTATION

2 Flutes (2nd d. Piccolo)
2 Oboes (2nd d. English Horn)

2 Clarinets in A and B-flat
2 Bassoons

Alto Saxophone in E-flat*

4 Horns in F
2 Cornets in A and B-flat

3 Trombones
Tuba

Timpani
 Percussion (1 player)

Bass Drum, Triangle, Tambourine

Harp

Off-Stage
Wind Machine

Tam-tam
Keyboard Glockenspiel

Organ

Strings

*Alternate Bass Clarinet in B-flat provided

Duration: approx. 120 minutes

PROGRAM NOTE



ROLES
Werther, a young poet................................................Tenor

Charlotte ...................................................Mezzo-Soprano

Sophie ..................................................................... Soprano

Albert, betrothed to Charlotte................................Baritone

Le Bailli, Charlotte’s father.......................................... Bass

Schmidt, friend of the Bailli.........................................Tenor

Johann, friend of the Bailli.....................................Baritone

Brühlmann, a young man...........................................Tenor

Käthchen, Brühlmann fiancée................................ Soprano

Children of Bailli - Fritz, Max, Hans, 

Karl, Gretel, Clara .............................. Children’s Voices

Additional Personnel

Inhabitants of Wetzlar, guests, servants; 
off-stage women’s and children’s voices

Scene: Wetzlar in Germany, between July and December in the 1780s

WERTHER
Drame lyrique in Four Acts. 

Libretto by Édouard Blau, Paul Milliet, and Georges Hartmann. 
Music by Jules Massenet

Premiered February 16, 1892 Imperial Theatre Hofoper, Vienna, Austria
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