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Aida, with music by Giuseppe Verdi and a libretto by Antonio 
Ghislanzoni, is a staple of the operatic repertoire.  The story, 
set in the Old Kingdom of Egypt, tells of tragic love challenged 
by jeolousy and loyalty to country and family.  Commissioned 
by Cairo’s Khedivial Opera House, it was premiered there on 
December 24th, 1871 in a performance conducted by Giovanni 
Bottesini, although, due to a limited audience, Verdi considered 
the performance at La Scala in Milan on February 8th, 1872 to be 
the true premiere.  

INSTRUMENTATION

3 Flutes (3 d. Piccolo)
2 Oboes

English Horn
2 Clarinets

Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoons

4 Horns
2 Trumpets

3 Trombones
Tuba

Timpani
 Percussion (2 or 3 players)

Triangle, Bass Drum, Cymbals, Tam-tam

Harp

Onstage/Banda
3 Egyptian Trumpets in A flat

3 Egyptian Trumpets in B natural
Piccolo

Clarinet in E flat
3 Clarinets in B flat

3 Horns
5 Trumpets (1-4 also play from underground)

2 Cornet/Flugelhorn
Euphonium

4 Trombones (1-4 also play from underground)
Bombardino

2 Tubas
Bass Drum (played from underground)

Harp

Strings
(4.4.3.3.3 with set)

Duration: approx. 150 minutes

PROGRAM NOTE



ROLES
The King of Egypt............................................... Bass

Amneris, his daughter.......................Mezzo-Soprano

Aida, an Ethiopian princess......................... Soprano

Radames, Captain of the Guard.......................Tenor

Ramfis, High Priest................................................ Bass

Amonasro, King of Ethiopia...........................Baritone

A Messenger........................................................Tenor

Additional Personnel

Priests, priestesses, ministers, captains, soldiers, officials, Ethiopians, 

slaves and prinsoners, Egyptians, animals and chorus

Scene: The action takes place in Memfi and Thebes at the time

of the power of the Pharoahs.

AIDA
Opera in Four Acts. Libretto by Antonio Ghislanzoni. Music by Giuseppe Verdi.

Premiered December 24, 1871 KHEDIVIAL Opera House, Cairo, Egypt



SCENES INDEX
No. 1	 Prelude..................................................................................................... 1

ACT I
No. 2	 Introduction: Si corre voce (Radames, Ramfis)....................................... 6
		 Romance: Se quel guerrier (Radames).................................................... 8
		                  Celeste Aida............................................................................ 9
		 Duet: Quale insolita gioia (Amneris, Radames)................................... 18
		 Trio: Dessa! (Radames, Amneris, Aida)................................................ 24
No. 3	 Scene (The King, etc.)........................................................................... 38
		 Scene and Romance: Ritorna vincitor! (Aida)...................................... 64
		                                   L’insana parola................................................... 65
No. 4	 Scene Two: Possente Fthà (Chorus)..................................................... 73
		 Sacred Dance of the Priestesses............................................................ 76
		 Nume, custode e vindice (Ramfis, Radames, Chorus)........................... 85

ACT II
No. 5	 Introduction: Chi mai fra gl’inni (Chorus)............................................ 97
		 Dance of Young Moorish Slaves......................................................... 107
		 Scene and Duet: Fu la sorte dell’ armi (Amneris, Aida)..................... 121
		                            Amore, amore! gaudio tormentoso........................... 123
		 Su, del Nilo (Chorus)........................................................................... 136
No. 6	 Act II Grand Finale.............................................................................. 144
		       Gloria all’ Egitto (Chorus)............................................................ 148
		       Le truppe Egizie sfilano dinanzi al Re........................................... 159
		       Ballabile........................................................................................ 163
		       Vieni, o guerriero vindice (Chorus)............................................... 193
		       Salvator della patria...................................................................... 206

ACT III
No. 7	 Introduction......................................................................................... 258
		 Prayer: O tu che sei d’Osiride (Chorus).............................................. 260
		 Romance: O cieli azzurri (Aida)......................................................... 266
		 Duet: Ciel! mio padre! (Aida, Amonasro)........................................... 272
		 Duet: Pur ti riveggo (Radames, Aida)................................................. 300
		          Fuggiam gli ardori inospiti (Aida)............................................. 309
		          Si fuggiam da queste mura (Radames)....................................... 318
		 Trio: Io son disonorato! (Radames, Aida, Amonasro)........................ 331

ACT IV
No. 8	 Scena: L’abborrita rivale a me sfuggia (Amneris)............................. 344
		 Duet: Già i sacerdoti adunensi (Amneris, Radames).......................... 350
		           Ah! tu dêi vivere! (Amneris)...................................................... 356
No. 9	 Judgement Scene................................................................................. 383
		 Spirto del Nume (Radames, Chorus, Amneris).................................... 386
No. 10	 Scene Two: La fatal pietra (Radames)................................................ 413
		 Duet: Morir! si pura e bella! (Radames, Aida)................................... 418
No. 11	 Finale: Immenso Fthà (Chorus, Aida, Radames)................................ 424
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