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THE NUTCRACKER

Ballet Feérique in Two Acts.
Libretto adapted from E. T. A. Hoffmann’s 1816 short story “The Nutcracker and the Mouse King.”
Music by Peter Ilyitch Tchaikovsky

Premiered December 18, 1892 Maryinsky Theatre, Saint Petersburg, Russia
Riccardo Drigo, conductor; Marius Petipa and Lev Ivanov, choreographers

INSTRUMENTATION

3 Flutes (2nd & 3rd d. Piccolo)
2 Oboes
English Horn
2 Clarinets
Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoons

4 Horns
2 Trumpets
3 Trombones
Tuba

Timpani

Percussion (3-4 players)
Cymbals, Bass Drum, Tam-Tam, Triangle,
Tambourine, Castanets, Rattle, Glockenspiel

Onstage Toy Instruments
Trumpet, Drums
Cymbals (optional), Cuckoo in C (optional), Quail in C (optional)

Celeste
2 Harps

Strings

Children’s Chorus

Choral score available separately from the publisher.

Duration: approx. 85 minutes

PROGRAM NOTE

The Nutcracker is a two-act “fairy ballet” written by Peter Ilyitch Tchaikovsky (1840-1893).
Based on E. T. A. Hoffmann’s 1816 short story, “The Nutcracker and the Mouse King,” the
original 1892 production, choreographed by Marius Petipa and Lev Ivanov in Saint Petersburg,
was not considered a success, although the 20-minute suite extracted by the composer was.
Starting in the 1960s, the popularity of the full ballet has grown enormously, with frequent
performances every Christmas season among the major ballet companies.
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