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Evan Mitchell is a professional percussionist with a career based in Cleveland, OH. He 
currently oversees the Clevelander Drum Company, serves on the percussion faculty at the 
Fine Arts Association, teaches students from Lakeland Community College and is the 
principal percussionist with the Cleveland Pops Orchestra. Evan discovered Afrobeat 
music at a young age while studying with Neil Chastain, a local Afro-Cuban percussionist. 
He continued his studies at the Cleveland Institute of Music with Richard Weiner and Paul 
Yancich followed by engagements with several symphony orchestras across the US and 
the AIMS Festival in Graz, Austria. Evan still works with noted African drummers Papa 
Assane Mbyae, Andy Algire, Wale Adeyemi, and Kevin Raczka, and enjoys working 
locally in his Afrogroup.
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