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About the Composer
Doug Spata was born in St. Louis, Missouri. His interest in music composition began at an early age and led him to 
study music theory, history and orchestration. Though he is a clarinetist by training, his experience as an orchestra 
teacher has led him to compose primarily for strings.

Mr. Spata’s first published work, Gauntlet, has become one of the staples of the string repertoire and several of his 
subsequent publications have earned the J.W. Pepper Editor’s Choice award and have been short-listed as part of their 
“Basic Library.” Mr. Spata’s music can now be found on nearly every state’s approved contest lists. His unique musical 
style and attention to pedagogical needs has made his works favorites among teachers, students and audiences, and 
his music has been performed around the U.S. and the world. Besides music for student musicians, Mr. Spata has 
composed many other orchestral and chamber works for ensembles of all sizes. He currently lives in Ohio.

Program Notes
Using bristling 16th note patterns and syncopated rhythms, Where the Sky Begins is a thrilling and 
optimistic concert overture for intermediate players. Buoyant melodies, dramatic tonal shifts and 
thrilling contrasts create an exciting and dramatic narrative. The middle section features a more 
intimate dialogue between the parts before the main themes return and build to an exciting finish.

Editor’s Note
Orchestral bowings and fingerings can be highly subjective and personal. The choices a string editor makes are 
designed to be pedagogically appropriate for specific grade levels while facilitating student musicality and honoring 
composer intent. The editorial additions in the following composition will provide guidance “right out of the box” 
for the non-string player and suggest some options for the advanced string specialist. Enjoy!
J. Cameron Law, String EditorSAMPLE
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