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ABOUT THE ARRANGER

Andrew Balent is a leading composer and
arranger of educational music with over 580 pub-
lished compositions and arrangements for band,
orchestra, chorus and instrumental ensembles.
Having received over 30 ASCAP Special Awards
for composition, his published works are written
for all levels, but he has specialized in music for

young musicians. Mr. Balent taught in the ele-
mentary through high school levels for 30 years
in Michigan and received both his Bachelor and
Masters degrees from the University of Michigan.
Mr. Balent has been a clinician and guest conduc-

tor in 45 states, as well as in Canada, Europe and
South America.

PROGRAM NOTES

A happy, traditional tune in G major, this will
introduce your students to 16™ notes as well as
dotted quarter notes. Upper strings have some

syncopated rhythms and offbeats and the low
strings must deal with hooked bowing.

PERFORMANCE SUGGESTIONS

Take a look at the “road map” with your players
first. The D. S. al Coda is not difficult to follow
but it is always best to have the navigation clear
before you begin your journey. Address balance
early if problems arise with the offbeats. Quite
often, students will play these passages too loudly,

obscuring the melody and causing the ensemble
to drag the tempo. Play the notes quite short and
lightly. Dotted notes must be approached with
careful and accurate subdivision of the beat to
avoid a natural tendency to rush.
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