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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Critics have called Robert Debbaut "a world-class
conductor” (Salt Lake Tribune) possessing "an
incisiveness verging on the dance" (Kansas City Star)
and as "a conductor with the force of emotions in his
direction." (Prensa Libre Guatemala). Debbaut has
led orchestras and opera companies in the United
States as well as in Central and North America, Asia
and Europe.

Throughout his career Robert Debbaut has been an
arranger and composer. His only composition
teacher was the legendary wind composer Claude T.
Smith. Dr. Debbaut’s compositions include works
for string orchestra, full orchestra, chorus, and
pieces. He has also produced
arrangements of the works of Afro-Caribbean
violinist/composers Joseph Bologne, Chevalier de
Saint-Georges, and Joseph White; Afro-English
Coleridge-Taylor;  Viktor

concertante

composer  Samuel

Kosenko, a pioneer for music education in the
USSR; and the music of his beloved Mozart, having
created a concert ending to the overture to his 1777

opera Il re pastore (The Shepherd King).

Robert Debbaut holds the degree Doctor of Musical
Arts in Conducting from the University of Michigan
where he was the first American conductor to be
Fellow in Conducting. In addition, he studied at the
David Oistrakh Festival in Estonia ™ (Prize and
Diploma), the International Conducting Workshop
in Prague, the Oregon Bach Festival and the
Tanglewood Music Center where he was the first
recipient of the Maurice Abravanel Award and in the
last conducting class of Leonard Bernstein. His
teachers and mentors include Maurice Abravanel,
Neeme Jirvi, Helmuth Rilling and his principal
teacher Gustav Meier.

PROGRAM NOTES

The relationship between what was called “Manifest
Destiny,” the continental expansion of the territory
United States within North America, and the
importance of the invention and implementation of
the steam locomotive cannot be denied. Within this
technological progress there is also a corollary
relationship between the decline of North America’s
indigenous population and the arrival of what they
called “The Iron Horse™ and this new technology’s
negative impact on their prime resource, the buffalo.
This musical work began life as a four-note motive
Re Do Sola (in Latin: “I only Give . . .”). 'This
four-note germ and its variants permeate the entire
work, both melodically and harmonically. While
the work is not strictly programmatic, it does reflect

the both and

pentatonism, melodically

harmonically, which are the typical musical fabric of
Native American folk themes. Coupled with this is a
juxtaposition of the driving rhythms of war drums
played in contrast and counterpoint to the relentless,
Our
four-note motif is also contained in the major sixth
chords blasted by the engine’s steam whistles, which
are used both to warn of the approach and acclaim

repetitious motifs of the thundering trains.

the arrival of these powerful machines. Ultimately,
in the coda of this musical portrait, a statement of
two harmonically clashing whistles announce to the
audience, not only the engine’s arrival in the present,
but forebodes its departure into the future, as our
Iron Horse roars onward into the annals of
American History.
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