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About the Composer

Gene F. Milford, a native of Canton, Ohio, is a Senior Lecturer in Music Education at The University of Akron. An
instrumental music teacher with over 30 years of experience including 23 at Edgewood High School in Ashtabula,
Ohio, he conducted bands which consistently received superior ratings at Ohio Music Education Association
sponsored events and performed at state and national professional conferences. In addition, numerous nationally
known guest conductors and soloists have performed with his bands, including John O’Reilly, John Kinyon, Claude
T. Smith, James Curnow, Clare Grundman, Rex Mitchell, Robert Fleming, Craig Kirchhoff, Robert Jorgensen,
and Mark Kelly, among others. Dr. Milford earned his Ph.D. in Music Education from Kent State University and
was the recipient of a University Fellowship (1998). He has served as guest conductor, clinician, and adjudicator
throughout the state, and his articles on music education have appeared in Triad, Dialogues in Instrumental Music
Education and Contributions to Music Education.

Program Notes

America, National Hymn (God of Our Fathers), and Yankee Doodle provide the inspiration and background for this
work. America, written by Samuel Francis Smith (1808-1895), uses the melody known in England as God Save
the King. Lyrics to God of Our Fathers were written by Daniel C. Roberts (1841-1907) to the tune National Hymn
by George Warren Williams (1828-1902) in 1876 to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the signing of the
Declaration of Independence. The Revolutionary War tune Yankee Doodle predates the well-known lyrics, including
versions used by British troops to belittle the colonial soldiers. In a musical turnaround, the colonists sang the new
text to the melody as an act of defiance.

Performance Notes

Begin majestically, with a lyrical contrast at measure 12. Articulate parts at measure 20 but be sure to give notes
their full value. In the absence of timpani, a bass drum roll may be used in measures 49-51. At measure 80 play
the melody in a sustained manner to contrast the accompaniment. Orchestra bells may be substituted for chimes
in measure 83-84. The bells will be more effective if played in octaves. Make certain students watch carefully at the
tempo changes as these are the most hazardous moments.
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