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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Chandler Comer (b. 1996) is an American
composer from Centreville, Virginia. He began
composing music at the age of eleven, and had
his first piece for concert band, Beyond the Clouds,
published at the age of 13. Since then, he has
composed and arranged numerous works for local
bands, marching bands, and chamber ensembles,
and his published composition Wind Power was

labeled Editor’s Choice in 2013.

Chandler attended George Mason University
where he performed and wrote for their Wind
Symphony and Jazz Ensemble, and studied
composition with faculty composer Mark Cam-
phouse. Chandler has won various awards for his
music, and was announced as the winner of 2018
Claude T. Smith Band Compesition Contest for
his piece Key West Overture.

PROGRAM NOTES

The sinking of RMS Lusitania was a world-shat-
tering event that contributed to the United States
entering World War I. At the time the largest

ocean liner in the world, the Lusitania sank in

a mere 18 minutes just 11 miles off the coast of
Ireland. There were 1,198 casualties and only 761
survivors from the torpedo attack.

PERFORMANCE SUGGESTIONS

While ostinato type figures propel the work for-
ward, their volume must remain under that of the
melody. The same care must be taken in balanc-
ing the percussion section. Some attention will
probably need be paid to notes, as the rapidly
shifting tonalities may give some players trouble.
Dynamics are of great importance in this work.

Players should take care to observe the markings
accurately and consistently. Encourage players to
maintain support in softer passages, particularly
from measure 215 to the end, so that pitch does
not sag. It can be helpful to have them “think
loud but play soft.”
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