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Dedicated to the Dickinson High School Band, Dickinson, Texas

ABOUT THE TRANSCRIBER

 Randy Earles holds B. M. and M. M. degrees from the University of Houston and is a candidate for the D. M. A. at 
the University of Oklahoma. His compositions have won awards in contests sponsored by the Oklahoma Choral Directors 
Association and the Presbyterian Ministries Council of Omaha. His choral composition Psalm Praise has been published by 
Gospel Publishing House.

ABOUT THE EDITOR

 Frederick Fennell is best known as the most famous wind ensemble conductor in the world. His numerous recordings, 
�rst with the Eastman Wind Ensemble (which he founded), and now with the Tokyo Kosei Wind Orchestra, are the standard 
against which all other recordings are compared. However, Dr. Fennell is equally at home conducting opera and orchestra.

 Some of his conducting assignments in this �eld have been with �e Cleveland Orchestra, �e London Symphony, 
and with the Denver, New Orleans, St. Louis, National, Bu�alo, Houston, Calgary, Eastman, Hartford, and San Diego 
Symphony Orchestras. He was an assistant to Serge Koussevitzky at Tanglewood, assistant music director of the Minneapolis 
Symphony Orchestra, a conducting fellow at the Mozarteum in Salzburg, Austria, and conductor-in-residence at the 
University of Miami. His opera conducting has included the Eastman Opera �eater and the Houston Light Opera 
Company.

 He has conducted the Boston “Pops” Orchestra, the Boston Esplanade and Carnegie Hall “Pops” Concerts. During 
his most distinguished career, in addition to receiving almost every honor the world can bestow for conducting, he has earned 
the love and admiration of those who have been fortunate enough to play under his direction and those who have come to 
know him through his appearances all over the world.

FROM THE EDITOR

 �is transcription by Randy Earles of Igor Stravinsky’s timeless score for ballet, �e Firebird, owes its existence to the 
incomparable school band program, long the pride of the state of Texas. Here the school band is an educational, musical, and 
emotional tool for the development of the youth of the state to an extent that is the envy of the rest.

 Texas is competition; high among such pursuits is music of all the principal kinds looked-over for the school by a 
no-nonsense o�ce of the University Interscholastic League. Competitively, a school band director, for instance, seeks 
repertory that displays the high level of performance of which their organization is capable, working to complete their study 
with the highest rating. It was to these ends that Mr. Earles was retained to prepare this transcription of Stravinsky’s 1919 
version for symphony orchestra to the present symphonic band. All the familiar reed and brass instrumental solos are present 
in this un-cut presentation of Igor Stravinsky’s masterpiece.

 It never was easy, and, in this complete presentation, the conductor and player will �nd much to challenge all aspects 
of education and performance. �ere are certain to be combinations of the two that will “grow-up” in the demands of this 
masterpiece. �e Tokyo Kosei Wind Orchestra and I have recorded it on KOCD 3565, available from its U. S. A. distributor.

 Do not be reluctant to program one or two of the movements; studying and playing the music is what is important. 
A favorite combination/excerpt to get the players into the charm of this music is the Berceuse and Finale. �e preparation of 
this edition began with my preparation for the recording. �e publisher began its work following our recording, the existence 
of which �ooded the Ludwig company with fervent pleas for its availability.
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