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Theme from “NEW YORK, NEW YORK"
PROGRAM NOTES

The music in the Young Orchestra Series is designed to be performed by strings alone or by strings
with the addition of any (or all) of the other instruments. Of course, it will sound best with theiexact
score instrumentation, but this is not always practical in today’'s junior high/middie ‘sehoof
orchestra situation.

Most of the teaching suggestions from the arranger will offer solutions to perfotmance problems.
With the teacher’s assistance, the students will develop better habits, particulariyiin ensemble
playing and musical style. The object is long range skill development and application toother wotks.

TEACHING AND PERFORMANCE,SUGGESTIONS

1. The piano part is optional, but should be includedawhere possible. The téChnical demands are few
and a good student player should be able to perform it.

2.Inthis arrangement, the problgm of jazz style netation is again avéided. For younger players, the
reading of modified triplets (; » candbe, difficult. This rhythmiesfigure occurs only on the
percussion part. Other players will be readingthe dotted eighth/and sixteenth. Please explain to
students that in this piece a loosé Interpretation of the written rhythm is proper. Many
adjudicators gaze with glee on a [sCore with dotted eighths and sixteenths, knowing that few
student ensembles perforin’the sixtéenth late enough imthe beat. The jazz, swing style of “New
York, New York” encourages@ hon-literal'realizatiomof this rhythm.

3. A few fingering challen@es, likelow.first fingemaremoted in the music. Violin and viola parts have
avoided the raised third finger throughoutgWark foward a rhythmic finger techniqueinbar13.Try
to avoid the glissando effect.

4. Many young.string playerstend to avoid the use of the lower third of the bow. Measure 2 carries
the bow toward the frog and the melogy at 9 will not sustain properly unless the bar is begun at the
frog.

5. Explain the D.C.tostudent Adhefence tothe “2nd X Only” will heighten the tension of the piece as
the orchestration builds te,the final four bars.

6. The satisfactory semsation resulting from rhythmic accuracy cannot be over-emphasized. The
amount and speedef bow for quarter notes should be absolutely uniform. Duration of the quarter
note should alsg.beftatght. Try for about 25% sound and 75% silence. Of course, this encourages
rushing, as thé space between the notes diminishes. Work to achieve the character which demands
rigid steadiness, within the relaxed swing.

7. Measures™9 and 30 will need a bit of rehearsal to produce good ensemble.

8. Judici®us (and tasteful) addition of drum set and/or electric bass is encouraged. To this end, an
extra percussion part has been provided. The regular bass part may be used for the electric bass.

9. Rehearsal of the wind dynamics at 40 will produce a more exhilarating climax.
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