LITTLE LAMB

Words by William Blake (1757-1827)
Music by Sherri Porterfield

William Blake was an English poet, painter and engraver who is now regarded as one of
the earliest and greatest figures of Romanticism. He is probably best known for his hand-
illustrated series of lyrical and epic poems, the most famous of these being Songs of
Innocence (1789) and Songs of Experience (1794).

In these two collections, it was Blake’s desire to show “The two contrary states of the
human soul.” In Songs of Experience, Blake uses the Tiger to represent energy, strength,
cruelty and life asitis actually portrayed. The corresponding symbol in Songs of Innocence
is the Lamb, which represents the childlike feelings of life and is used as a symbol of caring.
In the poem “The Lamb,” Blake attempts to show the relationship of children to the meek
and gentle Lamb who, in turn, represents God. Because children are a creation of God, Blake
shows that by fostering the child, the adult is also cherishing the Lamb of God.

Throughout his life Blake was ignored and considered to be insane by the public. He lived
his life in poverty and died a poor and neglected man.

As an option, itis suggested that “Little Lamb” be performed as a companion composition
to “The Tiger”, an energetic, three-part mixed setting by the composer (S§V9154). In doing
s0, the singers may have a better understanding of the contrast between Blake’s Songs of
Innocence and Songs of Experience.



for Elyse and Ashley

LITTLE LAMB

Two-Part Treble (opt. SSA), accompanied

Words by WILLIAM BLAKE
Music by SHERRI PORTERFIELD
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Lit-tle Lamb who made thee? Dost thou know who made thee? Gave thee life and
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pedal simile throughout
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