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GENERAL NOTES FOR
THE JAZZ SUPERSET ARRANGEMENTS

Warner Bros. Publications has chosen the six patriotic songs included in this
Jazz Superset to provide music for the jazz ensemble suitable for a variety of
occasions, tempos, and styles. The arranger has paid special attention not only
to musical details such as articulation but also to the jazz style of each of these
patriotic songs. Although jazz harmonies and stylistic considerations are incor-
porated into these arrangements, each maintains the original integrity of these
patriotic melodies.

These arrangements are written forystandard instrumentation (5/4/4/4) but are
playable with only three Trumpets and three Trombones. Optional parts are
included for Flute, Tuba, Homin F (doubles, 1st Trombone), @and 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
Baritone Horn T.C. (doubling Trombone parts).

This Jazz Superset is designed for medium-levél players, but most professional
ensembles willifind these anjinvaluable assetyto their libraries.

ARRANGER’S COMMENTS

American Patrol

A medium swing, this is not the traditional Glenn Miller version but instead a
slightly more contemporary-style chart of this classic. The tempo should not lay
back but instead keep moving with energy. Brass figures and accents@holild be
tight and clean. If any of the turns are difficult to play, try having only lead play-
ers play them, or they can be omitted entirely.

God Bless the U.S.A.

This is a straight eighth-note-style ballad. The alto sax solo atmeasure 5 should
sound relaxed and may be played with simple rhythmi¢ embellishment if desired.
When the other saxes join the lead in measure 11, accuragy is critical to the sec-
tion soli. The drummer should side-stick as written,to keep the pop ballad'feel.
The brass at measure 14 should strive for a comfortable feel—not too rigiddyet
still rhythmically accurate. Regarding the phrasing, hold notes out to full value
and release together; this is critical for afsmooth,and full ensemble sound at this
tempo. At measure 18, the saxes and/the rhythm section should play fortissimo.
The military-style snare pattern for the'drunis should be strong beginning at mea-
sure 35 until the end. In measure 48, the ritardando on beat 4gMust be played
together for a strong and powerful effect.

Battle Hymn of the Republic

Here is a swing version of this traditional hymn. This tempo should be easy and
relaxedgthroughout. Keep the rhythm section flowing and smooth as a foundation
for thé swing feel. When the brass section has the melody at measure 17, phras-
ing'should be smooth, connected, and legato tongued, not detached.

The Star-Spangled Banner

This is a somewhat traditional treatment of our national anthem. There are a few
color harmonies introduced, but overall it's very accessible to all audiences. A
vocal lyric sheet is included. ‘

America

The tempo can be slightly slower than marked if desired. Phrasing is important
in this version of “America”; keep it smooth and lyrical. The drums should bring
out the pattern at the modulation until the ending. Consider continuing the drum
roll after the fermata, which will make the maestoso ending even more dramatic.

America the Beautiful

Play this in a chorale style with a slight pop ballad feel. Unison sections such as
measure 5 should only be mezzo forte. Saxes observe a short accent on beat 3
in measure 18. The brass section should carefully observe articulation in mea-
sures 33 and 34. To sustain the last note in tune, the brass section must use full
breath for measures 39 and 40. All wind players should sustain notes to full length
throughout, especially during sustained resolutions in measures 35, 39, and 40.
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Music by F.W. MEACHAM
Arranged by MIKE LEWIS
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