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(THE) BIRTH
OF THE BLUES

Words by B. G. DeSYLVA and LEW BROWN
Music by RAY HENDERSON
Arranged by MIKE LEWIS

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This blues has a medium swing tempo of 120 bpm. Thefiitraduction begins with a Pedal bass note in unison with the rhythm section and
baritone sax. The altos and tenors should swing the eighthi'notes, playing in thirdswintil the brass section takes the melody at bar 8. The
brass section melody begins in unison and‘then breaks into, harmony in bar 12Keep'the brass fairly light through measure 23. The saxes answer
the melody with a swinging line similar to the introduction. The contrastingsaxsection lines are critical to the swing feel throughout this section.
The saxes grab the melody in unison withi{pickups to thelbridge at meastre 24, With the brass offering the contrasting swing lines. The brass section
is in again at 32 to the end of the first choruis. Watch out forgfi@brassssection rhythm at measure 32 because it'’s different from that stated at
measure 9. Measure 39 is a brief interludéwith a pedal B-flatiif the brass and rhythm. The baritone sax and bass can play out here. The saxes
come back with the harmoniz&dmelody at measure 43 for 16 bars. Watch out for first and second endings. During the written Ist Trumpet solo at
measure 53, please make sure tfie saxes stay under the Solo frumpet. The ending restates the feel from the intro. Keep the swing feel going right up
until the last notesThe last note has a fermata; however, if desired, the conductor can cut off on beat 4.

This is @ Wonderful melody that offers plenty 0fopportunity to teach the swing feel to the beginning jazz player. Please enjoy.
—Mike Lewis
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