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PERFORMANCE NOTES
A FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS has several unique characteristics:

1. It is extremely flexible. At approximately 50 minutes in length, it can be a full service unto itself. If neces-
sary, however, some of the lessons may be omitted in order to adapt the service to various worship situations.

2. The service is easily adaptable to a graded choir program, encouraging young choirs to particigate on
many of the unison and two-part stanzas of the hymns.

3. The optional orchestration (GB9710A) for strings, handbells and percussion offers awariety and color that
the organ alone cannot provide. The handbell score is also available separately (GB9710HB):

4. The lessons have been updated using today’s English and reflect important linguistié.considerations fsiiéh
as inclusive language, natural poetic phrasing, and clarity of expression.

5. The work is of moderate difficulty, offering a challenge for somg groups, but well'within reach, of'most
church choirs.

6. A variety of carols are included - some familiar, some unfamiliar <asiwell as an original‘setting of a
medieval text.

7. To feature the inherent beauty of both male and female ¥@ices, one carol is provided for SSA and another
for TB voices.

8. A congregational part (GB9710CP) is available separately, which includgs all the lessons as well as those
carols sung by the congregation.

9. The work may be performed with string quartet, quintet, or a full string orchestra.

10. The Carol Prelude uses the fill instrumentation (organ,strings, handbells, and percussion), and features
some of the carols sung in the service. The'prelude may also be played by organ alone.

11. The Postlude is left to the discretion of the director. One suggestion would be to repeat measures 27-55 of
the CAROL PRELUBE.

12. Directors aré encouraged to be cre@tive in the use of various carols, adapting them to their own situation.
For examplepmany of the hymn stahza§'may be performed by choir (or the choirs) alone rather than with
congregation.

13, The Readers of the lessensshould announce each lesson with its descriptive phrase.

A BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF
LESSONS AND CAROLS

Lessons and @afols had its origin at Truro Cathedral (England) on Christmas Eve 1880, when a service of scrip-
ture and supporting carols was developed by the Bishop of Truro, EW. Benson. Some 38 years later in 1918, this
format was adapted for Christmas Eve at King’s College Chapel, Cambridge, England. The BBC broadcast from
King’s College helped to popularize the Service of Lessons and Carols, and it was quickly duplicated by cathe-
drals and small churches throughout the world. The heart of the service continues to this day - that is, the retelling
of the Christian’s story of faith from the fall of Adam to the coming of the Word Incarnate.
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1. CAROL PRELUDE

(including: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel; Angels We Have Heard on High;
From a Distant Home; God Walked in Eden’s Garden Fair)

for organ, with optional strings, handbells and percussion

Arranged by HAL'H. HOPSON (ASCAP)
Slowly, gently, with expressive mystery, chant-like (J = ca. 60)
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* Bracket indicates cello only; double bass should not play.
** When strings are used, organ should omit bracketed passages (measures 1-8, 23-26, 111-119).
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Dancelike, with joyful exuberance (J = ca. 120)
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With a gentle movement (J = ca. 76)
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111] As at the beginning (J = ca. 60)
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2. 0 COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL

for SATB choir, congregation and organ, with optional strings and handbells

Text by JOHN F. WADE (ca. 1743) ADESTE FIDELES
Trans. by FREDERICK OAKELEY (1841) Arranged by HAL H. HOPSON (ASCAP)

With majestic vigor (4 = ca. 112)
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STANZAS 1 & 2: Choir & Congregation
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STANZA 4: Choir & Congregation
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A BIDDING PRAYER (Congregation standing)

Dear people of God, in this Christmas season with joy let us hear once more the message of the
angels, and in heart and mind go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger.

Let us hear in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our rebellion
to the glorious redemption brought to us by this Holy Child.

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace and justice o
unity and mission of the Church for which he died.

h; for t

60

Let us remember, in Christ’s name, the poor and helpless, the cold, t n d the
oppressed, (here may be inserted intercessions pertinent to the community), ho are sick anc@
who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little ck wel ose W 0

know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.

Finally, let us remember all those who rejoice with us, but
light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope
with whom in the Lord Jesus we are one for evermore.

er shor % in a greater
n the W e flesh, and

the words wéich E:rist has taught us,

And now, to sum up all these petitions, let

saying:
Our Father, who art in hea &0
hallowed be thy na ‘\
thy kingdon*me,
thy will be d ne isin Q'
Give us this day ou bread; §
and forgive us es, (and w s our debts,)
as we i ose who t ss:against us; (as we forgive our debtors;)
and lead i temptat@
liver om evil.
he kingdo the power, and the glory,
men. 6
ay&less us;
Q(ay Christ glv ]oys of everlastmg life;
May the Ki gels bring us all to join the fellowship
of t ts who have gone before us.

Amen

(Congregation sits)
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FIRST LESSON (Genesis 3:8-15)

Adam and Eve rebel against God.

When evening came they heard the Lord God walking in the garden.
They went to a secluded place among the trees of the garden to hide from God.

Then God called to Adam, “Where are you?”

Adam answered, “I heard your voice in the garden.
Because I was naked, I was afraid and tried to hide.”

God asked, “Who told you that you were naked?
Did you eat the fruit from the tree that I told you not to.ee

Adam answered, “The woman you gave to be with me off;
and I ate it.”

God spoke to the woman, “Why did you do this?”

She replied, “The snake tricked me into eating it.”

God said to the snake,
“You will be punished for this.

You alone among all the ani is ctgs

On your belly you will cra

and you will eat as lo you live. Q

From now on you wi the he e people
ir heels, they w1ll®h your head.”

of all generatio
When you attac
Thanks be to God.
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3. GOD WALKED IN EDEN’S GARDEN FAIR

for SATB choir with handbell accompaniment

Original text by H.H.H.

CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM
Freely @ = ca. 66) Original material by HAL H. HOPSON (ASCAP)
LV (throughout)
O s, D o)
g AUTTH
HANDBELLS |{f—# o S
ANV d) d)
D) oo oo
mp
sorraNo % (um.so; C Te————
ALTO ':\/ % ﬁ‘l\' ‘l 3} [; H_? F : ) 1 ; l I
)] o — | o
1. God walkedin E-den’s gar-den fair, such beau-ty there none could com-pare.
TENOR |yttt = -
BASS —p—+
N\
) )
04t -
'\‘m\/ - :’4:() ‘:’:ll 4_
D) oo oo
O 4 & —
v ——] ] —— r i L — ' ‘ — 4
e e S e S o e e e e e s
It soon be-tcame a " place of shafie; there Ad-am’s sin dis-owned God’s
P
) Ay 3 = =
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g%"ﬁ o roY
3 D4y P T ] f i ] i % I
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© 1997 H.W. GRAY COMPANY
All Rights Assigned to and Controlled by ALFRED MUSIC PUBLISHING CO., INC.
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SECOND LESSON (Genesis 22:15-18)

God promises to faithful Abraham that his descendants
will be a blessing to all the nations of the earth.

The angel of the Lord called from heaven to Abraham a second time,
“I will make a vow with you, yes, by my own name, that I will richly bless y
Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, youx onl
I promise that I will give you as many descendants as there are starsiin the
or grains of sand along the seashore.

Your descendants will rule over their enemies.

Because you have obeyed my voice, your descendants will b,
the nations of the earth.”

Thanks be to God.
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4. THE GOD OF ABR’AM PRAISE

for choir, congregation and organ, with optional strings

Text by DANIEL BEN JUDAH (ca. 1400)
Translated by MAX LANDSBERG and NEWTON MANN, alt.

With sturdy rhythm (J = ca. 108)

LEONI
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Arranged by HAL H. HOPSON (ASCAP)
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STANZA 3: Choir & Congregation
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THIRD LESSON (Isaiah 9:2,6,7)

Christ’s birth and rule of peace and justice are foretold by Isaiah.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
Once they lived in a land of deep darkness,

now light is shining on them.

For to us a child is born,

a son is given; 0
he will rule with authority. 6
He will be called, @
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. OQ

His power will increase, ‘

and the throne of David and his kingdom will have e
Justice and righteousness will be his authority
R

from this time onward and forevermore.

Thanks be to God.

<&
Q’Q

< &
L Gl

VS
v




57

5. COMFORT, COMFORT, O MY PEOPLE

for SATB choir and keyboard (piano or organ),
with optional strings and hand drum

Text by JOHANNES OLEARIUS (161 1'1684) from the Genevan Psalter (1551)
Trans. by CATHERINE WINKWORTH (1827-1878), alt. Arranged by HAL H. HOPSON (ASCAP)
With a joyful, well-marked exuberance (J- = ca.72)
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FOURTH LESSON (Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9)

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.

There shall grow a shoot from the tree of Jesse,
and a branch shall spring from his roots.
The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,
a spirit of wisdom and understanding,
a spirit of counsel and might,
a spirit of knowledge and a reverence for the Lord.

He will not judge by what he sees,

or decide by what he hears. 0
He will tend the poor with justice, Q
and defend the rights of the helpless. o
The wolf and the lamb will live together in peace, ‘
the leopard and kid will rest together, 0

the calf and the young lions will feed togethe

and a little child will take care of the
Cows and bears will eat together,

their young ones will live in
Even a baby will not be harmedsi the ?o]ﬁn@nake.
There shall be nothing harmf tain.
The earth shall be as‘l of t

as waters that ¢
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6. LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING

for SAB choir, a cappella

15th century German
and 9th century Latin texts

Expressively; with gentle movement (J = ca. 96)

and VENI EMMANUEL

ES IST EIN’ ROS’

69

Arranged by HAL H. HOPSON (ASCAP)

GB9710A
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FIFTH LESSON (Luke 1:26-35,38)

The angel Gabriel announces to Mary that she will be the mother of Jesus.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God
to a town in Galilee called Nazareth.

The angel appeared to Mary,
a virgin who was engaged to a man named Joseph,
a descendant of David.

“Greetings, most favored one!” said the angel. 0
“The Lord is with you.” 6
But she was deeply troubled by what the angel said, 0
and wondered what this greeting might mean. Q

Then the angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary,
for God has been gracious to you.
You shall conceive and bear a son,
and you shall give him the name Jes
He will be great;
he will bear the title *Son of the . %
The Lord God will give hi is ancestor David,
and he will be King ove @
His reign shall have

Then Mary said to tg
“How can this

il a VirgirQ
0

will co you,
ep the Most High will overshadow you;
that reason t}@ly child to be born will be called “Son of God".”

“Here am rvant of the Lord;
as you ave en, so be it.”
e ange t her.

Thanks @d
0@
v

The angel answere
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7. THERE IS NO ROSE

for SSA choir and organ, with optional strings

Anonymous medieval text Music by HAL H. HOPSON (ASCAP)

Unhurried, expressively (J =ca.72)
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SIXTH LESSON (Matthew 1:18-23)

Saint Matthew tells of the birth of Jesus.
This is how the birth of Jesus took place.

Mary, his mother, was engaged to Joseph.
Before their marriage, she was to have a baby by the Holy Spirit.
Joseph, being a man of principle,
and at the same time not wanting to disgrace Mary,
desired to have the marriage contract set aside quietly.
But just when he resolved to do this,
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream ang
“Joseph, son of David,
do not be afraid to take Mary home with you e
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy
She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jes
for he will save his people from their sins.”

a name which means “God wi

Thanks be to God.

e
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8. GOOD CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, REJOICE

Medieval Lat

in text

Translated and paraphrased by
JOHN MASON NEALE (1855)

HANDBELLS )

CONGREGATION

SOPRANO
ALTO

TENOR
BASS

VIOLIN I
VIOLIN II

VIOLA

CELLO

With lilting joy (o- = ca. 63)

for SATB choir, congregation and organ, with optional strings and handbells

IN DULCI JUBILO
Arranged by HAL H. HOPSON (ASCAP)

ORGAN

* In the absence of handbells, this movement should begin in measure 2.

GB9710A

© 1997 H.W. GRAY COMPANY

All Rights Assigned to and Controlled by ALFRED MUSIC PUBLISHING CO., INC.

All Rights Reserved.
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[ii] STANZA 1: Choir and Congregation
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STANZA 2: Choir only
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SEVENTH LESSON (Luke 2:8-16)

The shepherds go to Bethlehem.

There were some shepherds in that part of the country,
keeping watch through the night over their flocks,

when suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared to them,
and the glory of the Lord shone over them.

They were terrified, but the angel said,
“Do not be afraid; 0
I have good news for you.
There is great joy coming to all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord.
And this is your sign:
the baby will be lying wrapped in little strips of cloth

All at once there was with the angel a great host of heavenly angels,
singing praises to God:
“Glory to God in highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom

When the angels had left them and gone into
the shepherds said to one ano
“Come, we must go s alght
and see this thing th
which the Lord has ma

So they ran and found theirway ry and ]o&

lying in @n

<

As was told them, th

Thanks be to
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9. ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH

for SATB choir, congregation and organ, with optional strings and handbells

French Carol

As a joyful dance (J = ca. 116) Arranged by HAL H. HOPSON
INTRODUCTION
) 4
\J llﬂ - — -
HANDBELLS |Ifas -
A3V 4
o
1 #
SOPRANO | - - - -
ALTO O—&
D))
TENOR  |FY% - - - -
BASS - it
b . O v Ay L T
VIOLINT 'l((“ e 0 ; i‘L — T—¥— I — 'é
54 == == : e et v
0 4 I m | _ | a’ —
VIOLINT | - - o K— . l —
G otz S A =S s s===s
~"
‘\‘ﬁ ":i HZIIIX‘ & — F? PRI S ] B F = . I AENI
viow (e ; ==S==ss=
18 S
pizz. & . o arco —
ek - e a— e o o e e~
CELLQ 71——4' % ]IT 1 e 71[ 1 1 ‘i : : d—'H—d‘l‘/ g
mf S
N ¥ - | |\ P \ ot
P = =+ e =
u O ~—— . ﬁ:!j
mp - f -
ORGAN 4 4 ] . fi _ g\é . J
A 2 ol = )
——% = 3 . = =
- - 7 =T
Ped * ~—"

© 1990 H.W. GRAY COMPANY
All Rights Assigned to and Controlled by ALFRED MUSIC PUBLISHING CO., INC.
GB9710A All Rights Reserved.



STANZA 1: Choir & Congregation
) 4
P.d

101

Bells ),

NV

D)
L S —— R — s
=== ' = ==+

D) r\_/ | | ~~— o

1. An - gels we have heard__ on high sweet-ly sing - ing 0 the plains 6
. >
mf; $ e Py .
I ] 7] Il
i E== E f‘ = = ===
 —| I

2

() 4 > > >
Vin.1 [ = = = = e

D)) ":f_a—d

.\Q

)4 ——
Vin. Il |Hs— = — - o ——— —

) ==

>
mf

GB9710A



102

Man.

2 B _ A
il [ - L (il T
ﬁ il m h - lfr 1“7
) #H.l'l
- 2 E n o <118 | Q-
‘ ; i
(Y0 Y 2 | | I T m{r mj
| | | | |
[ R
0 Al [l
] i
ﬁ# |
2 = H
) N e i s
W 2 _ ﬁ
L 8 L ‘ o
[ 38 £ | = T . N
|
jl E ) I L[ ‘
. |
| m | Q
]
i I ([ R
n het = E=2 1 1
< <7 <X wv ug_hu %1
(M\ . = < = 50
3 @< = g S 3 5

GB9710A



Bells 5

> »n

103

Vin. I

Vin. II

Vla.

Cello

Org.

=
u\/ 1 1 F Il ! 1 1 I !
S (Handbells may be doubled one octave higher)
oyl T e — —
{vp—? =4 I ! i F—bﬁ:i lI\]j
T T T T T _ IR
Glo - ri-a
fa 2 < a——ad ,L\ .
mis| i I E' IF 1’ ® IF—-—I' i —F “ I 4/;‘
(B. unis].) : ! : ] ! i I ! : : t i —1
Glo ri a
{1 s -eotplo (ﬁ-\ o e & N e
# 'P — r " BT 2 N B S i —+ F——'—-’&:#
'\V 1 L ig—— I 1 [
D) ———
S
ﬁgf/\ /—\ \\ Al | 1 1 1 1 | S— —
G——rLrre i rron o L = o FE
A.j;—‘i__% I d‘;l I ~——
S —
iﬂ: - " 2 1 2] 77 ol [ 8)
1 | It 1 | 1 ‘ I
HD— —r | : =
S
‘\
e -
I ‘ [ 1 | T t
S
04— e e pe—C St E——————
o Yol eyt
D i | O o
mf I’ r i
~~~
pid 2e [ e ] .
P ¢ E— o ]

GB9710A



104

| i
i I o w s | 1 H% —wTTe| | Ao
# 1 A
L o ToelL | LYl i it it {%ml oS
L !
o ’ N q +{ mik, ) 1
\ (
ol TN ' Iﬁ?j _ nl Q| ﬁ}. |-: Q. N
, A il 1 &
{.L t.%} fL ol | nH IAﬁ.f |
_ _ o i
ALl 1 @ 1; | AN | TR TSN | [
I | I
i ¢ i -
o] mla 9 S ol S g L .fi ol 8 TP Y[
[l Jil il
i G S Sl I/
| ' o ' lm:
ol 8 L{ a QU oL . n
TN 7 m ¢ m 1 .J g ILt
ol i B dalll 8 Q] i i [ AL
|IL T 5 A.u*u 5 n T d JRvy A e
ol 1 = = | Nell 3 ! 2# .
J ( M“ . e M“ e u“n , M“ Cre N
—_— » - - - ) - A (l\.(
M n < ~=m W W W M Wv

GB9710A



105

o[0]s w 90 @ © ¢ \n ¢ o} o] o] aillle
> Y “3
ol N _ o \ N
_ _ o .
-j, \ A « QL Ql e TR —||||[p
2 ¢/
ol A mm o] ol
: il .
ol -l Ate' el A « ol QL QL TR ol
TN - 2 .2 Nl 2 oLl s ol T L) N
L 1 s s el s | H ol - —||ell
ol T s s—wll| = " bl Ais I 1 —w || _
il t i i S|l
(L ,
Wil - M i mw- H -
il (/8 ) | i
ol !,J.w 1% o[l i . ol . - . 1
i . T i
ilﬁ | i 4 v o] A L {
jrl o —$| ML MH q ol [ 1 1%\ o | [
| ol

ol - ] ﬁfl TN || H Af [ Y.
F} iB Nn_ || HH A ol 118 i N *
ant £ et £ E = 1 ﬁ m

4 NEre N NG NEr m_Wm N Cre N .m

. [, Jh3
M n< =m .W W ..Vnm. m Wc



106
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STANZA 4: Choir & Congregation
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EIGHTH LESSON (Matthew 2:1-11)

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.
Jesus was born at Bethlehem in Judea during the reign of Herod.

Wise men came from the east to Jerusalem, asking,
“Where is the child who is born to be King of the Jews?
We have seen the rising of his star, and we have come to worship hi

When King Herod heard this he was greatly perturbed,
and so was all Jerusalem.

He called a meeting of the chief priests and lawyers of t
and put this question before them,
“Where is the Messiah to be born?”

They answered,

“In Bethlehem of Judea,
and by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you shall come a leader to shepherd my people I

Then Herod called the wise men to mee
and learned from them the e
“Go and search carefully for t
and when you have fo
so that I may also go

and there, a
It stopped over the

, went the s& they had seen at its rising.
the chil

y were ogoy'ed.
child with Mary his mother,

orshiped him.
ests,
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

ing wa d in a dream not to go back to Herod,
they r home another way.

Thanks Q
\/
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10. FROM A DISTANT HOME

for Two-Part Men’s choir (TB) and keyboard, with optional strings, castanets and claves

Text trans. by
Walter Ehret and George K. Evans*

With a relaxed lilt (J = ca. 72)

Traditional Puerto Rican carol
Arranged by HAL H. HOPSON (ASCAP)
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*Trans. and tune: © 1963, 1980 by Walter Ehret and George K. Evans. Used by permission.
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NINTH LESSON (John 1:1-14)

John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.

When all things began, the Word was there already.
The Word was with God, and the Word was God.
Nothing was created without the Word.

The Word gave life, the light of all people.
The light shines in the darkness,

and to this day, the darkness has not extinguished it. 60
For the light to be made known, God sent a messenger, 0
a man named John. Q

John was not the light;
he came to witness to the light,
the true light that comes to the world to shine

to the Word, Q

However, those who heard and beli ived power cgme children of God,
not children born in a an gm{ n, flesh and blood,
but rather bom as tru

The Word was in the world;
though the world owed its very exist
the world did not recognize the

So the Word became

through the glo od full of gra truth.

Thanks be to
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11. JOY TO THE WORLD

for SATB choir, congregation and organ, with optional strings and handbells

Text by ISAAC WATTS, alt.

With festive joy (J = ca. 100)

ANTIOCH
Arranged by HAL H. HOPSON (ASCAP)
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STANZA 1: Choir & Congregation
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STANZA 3: Choir & Congregation
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CLOSING PRAYERS (Congregation standing)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

The Collect
O God, who made us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of our Saviordesus
grant that as we joyfully receive the Word made flesh as our redeemer, we may on with
sure confidence behold the Son of Righteousness, who will come to be our judge; wh s and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.
Amen.

The Blessing
May Christ, the Incarnate One, fill you with inward peace ang
Almighty, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and re
Amen.

POSTLUDE (see “Performance Notes” #11)






