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PROGRAM NOTE

Originally written in November, 1944, Russian Christmas Music was first performed in
December of that year at a special concert in Denver, Colorado, by a select group of musicians
from five of the leading Service Bands stationed in that area. Two years later, the musi¢fwas
revised and somewhat enlarged, and in this form was one of the three prize-winning works in the
1947 Columbia University contest for new, serious music for the symphonic bafidiy, First
performances of this second version subsequently took place in 1948, the first by, the Juilliard
Band under Donald 1. Moore, and the second by the Syracuse University Band undér, Harwood
Simmons, to whom the work was dedicated.

The orchestral version is based on the final wind band versioft} which I'prepared for
publication in 1969, and which represented a thorough revision of the entire work inkeeping with
the developing instrumentation of the serious band or wind ensemble. This 1969 publication
incorporated all of the many changes that had taken plage in this aréa during the intervening
twenty years. While the music remained essentially|the same, the instrumentation was
completely reworked throughout, to achieve even greater clarity ©f texture andythe utmost
sonority possible.

An ancient Russian Christmas carol (“Carol of the Little Russian Children”), together with
a good deal of original material and some motivic eléments derived from the liturgical music of
the Eastern Orthodox Church, forms the basis for this musical impfession of Old Russia during
the jubilant Christmas season. Although‘castin the form of a sifigle €ontinuous movement, four
distinct sections may be easily recognized, originally sub-titledi/Children’s Carol, Antiphonal
Chant, Village Song, and the closifig Cathedral Chorus.

The publication of this orchestral'setting of fy Russian Christmas Music, some fifty
years after its first performance,as a work originally\conceived in terms of the symphonic band,
represents a high honorfindeed, and one which, fewsComposers have enjoyed, to judge from the
small number of works for windband that hayefbeen successfully transcribed “backwards,” so
to speak, from bafidite orchestra rathef than the other way around.

I amfdelighted to say that Clark McAlister's transcription of this music, made under my
supervision, méetsgwith my unqualified approval and recommendation as having entered so
closely, int@ the letter and spirit.of the original scoring as to be, I truly believe, indistinguishable
from my ownapproach, had I had the time and opportunity of preparing it myself, in response
to Col Arnald Gabriel’s kind offer of a commission for making this music available to orchestras
as well as, the wind, bands for which it was originally conceived.

I owe a(debb of gratitude to both Col. Gabriel and Dr. McAlister for their belief and
confidence in“this'work that no mere words of thanks can ever hope to repay, and I can only add
that I trust this'new version may enjoy a life at least as long as the original!

Alfred Reed
Coral Gables, Florida
April, 1995



NOTE TO CONDUCTOR

The following notes were compiled by Ralph Satz, editor of the first published version
of Russian Christmas Music. They apply equally to this orchestral version as to the original
wind band version.

“This composition is based on the liturgical music of the Eastern Orthodox,Church which
is vocal in origin, no instruments of any kind being permitted in the Orthodex Service.
Therefore, the entire score, no matter how fast the tempi or how powerful the climaxes; must be
played in a lyrical style, with great sonority and sostenuto throughout.

"Tempo markings, and especially metronomic indications, must be taken as approkis
mations only; the exact tempo at any point being determinedy as always, by such mattets @Sithe
size of the performing group, the ability of the players, and the acoustieal conditions under which
the performance is taking place.

"Special care should be taken with the long pedal points andthe exceptional array of extra
Percussion instruments in building up and receding from the various climaxes imthe final section
of the work. From measure 166 on, the gradual duild in intensity mustibé properly drawn out
and the peaks of sonority should not come as;an anticlimax.

“The English Homn solos shouldhbe played “a piacere” (ats will), however, without
permitting an interrruption of the melodic line.

“And, as always, care and attentiomto dynamics, phrasing, attack and sostenuto will be
more than amply rewarded with a stirring performange of this exciting music.”

With respect tosthe orchestral version, ‘one ‘¢an only add that the conductor should
consider the printed bowings as'suggested guides, to be modified as individual circumstances
may require. These,bowings do, howeyér, reflé€t the composer’s original phrasings, as far as the
differences between wifid and string techhique will permit, so that any changes should similarly
respect thosesphrasings.

Clark McAlister
April, 1995






This orchestral version is dedicated to Col. Arnald Gabriel 3
with highest regard and in warmest friendship.
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Alfred Reed
Orchestral transcription
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