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Teacher Notes

Background:

A melodic and inventive composition from the Warner Bros.-Seven Arts album The Mason Williams' Phonograph Record, “Classical Gas® reached numbertwo in 1968 in the U.S. and number nine
in Britain. It showcases the guitar in an orchestral setting and provides a broad spectrum of styles in just three minutes. “Classical Gas™ was the first international hit recording to fuse classical
and rock music and encouraged other successful fusion experiments by jazz, classical, and rock artists during the 1970s. The middlersection of“Classical Gas” is well known as the theme for the
TV series “Wide World of Sports.”

Mason Williams

Mason Williams was born August 24, 1938, in Abilene, Texas, and surprisingly did not take up the guitar until he was/a mathematics‘student at Oklahoma City University. It was during his time
in the U.S. Navy that he found time to develop his songwriting skills. Afterward, he became a folk singer in the Los Angeles area,andither’ became a regular writer for “The Smothers Brothers
Comedy Hour” (one of the most popular TV shows of the late sixties). Mason is a man of many talents. He has received an Emmy award for his TV comedy writing and has his photographic work
in the permanent collection of New York City's Museum of Modern Art. Mason is still busy in the music business with his compositien “Symphonic Bluegrass” being performed by more than forty
symphonies.

Performance Notes

Overview:
¢ The recording that comes with this arrangement or the original recording should Be studied by the ‘director and players to familiarize themselves with the feel of the arrangement and
especially the chains of syncopations scattered throughout this work. After listéning to the recordifig, the score for director and parts for students should be followed while listening. The
syncopations in this work may seem complex and difficult when reppesented in,notation but feel Very natural when performed; therefore, it is very important to get the feel of the piece
through concentrated listening. The dynamics and their variations ‘are'very important in thisqwvark and need to be followed as written, especially when melodic content is repeated.

Section A:
e Provides an easy flowing introduction at a slower temposthan the rest of the wopk! The $time signature change at measure 7 can be counted out loud in rehearsal while conducting to
keep the ensemble together.
e The triplet figures in measure 9 can almost be felt_as §; the ensemble must watchithe conductor to perform this measure properly. Note it is slower (ca. J = 80) and immediately goes
back to the original tempo after completing thedneasure. The lower parts pravide the downbeat for each triplet and should be solidly performed to establish the new tempo for Guitar 1.

Section B:
e Establishes the tempo for the remainder of the piece (ca. J = 140) and,original melody.
e There is a call-and-response throughout this section for Guitam2 and Guitar 3 with the melody in Guitar 1. These responses need to be present but not stronger than Guitar 1.

Section C:
® |sthe most syncopatéd sectiondin the piece and is where themast rehearsal time will be spent. Count out loud while the ensemble rehearses at a very slow tempo; this is the section of
music where concentrated listening of the recording will pay off.
e Guitar 1 must really come out in'measures 34-36 40 lead into the second theme. It may be easier for Guitar 1 to count: 123 123 123 123 12 12 12 rather than trying to count in § as written.



Section D:
e Measure 55 has a meter change to §; it helps to count out loud measures 55-58 to keep all four parts synchronized. Guita

other three parts answer the bass notes.
e Guitar 1 needs to sustain all the notes in measures 57-58. The Dm3 chord shape diagram is provided, and Guitar 1 simply needs to note: the@ain each one shown in the dia

gram. 6

attent the rhythms chis section features their lines with the

other Iin@ dominate Guitar 1.

d the be very solid in measure 56 since the

Section E:
* |s a new contrasting theme (the one used by “Wide World of Sports”). Guitar 4 and/or the Bass must p

other parts just supporting it.

Section F:
¢ |s the development section of the piece, and following the written dynamics is very important for all t
e (uitar 2 has a harmonized line with Guitar 1 at measures 66, 68, 70, and 72; these need to stand ou

Section 6:
e |s the climax of the work and needs to have the strongest dynamic level.
e Measures 85-88 will need to be counted aloud at rehearsals to lock all the perform and come in ther at letter H.
Section I:
¢ Is a recap of Section C with a slight variation and ending phrase.
e (Guitar 2 needs to perform all accents on the upbeat from measures 109
e Make sure that all guitars are watching the conductor to establish the @ ]

¢

. \
give the final ¢ NU hat all instruments end together.
Special Notes: : 6
Guitar 1:
¢ Is a more advanced part where the student will need to play in the 5th position. Thi c@sily be played by reading the supplied tab. Tab is provided for Guitar 1 for sections D through G.
e.

Guitar 2:
* |s a 1st-position part with the eighth note the smallest
Guitar 3:
e |s a 1st-position part with the eighth note the @J
Guitar 4:
e This is a treble-clef bass part. It can be‘playe
Bass Guitar:
e This is an optional bass gui

les Guitar 4 exact written in bass clef. If your bass player cannot read bass clef, have him or her use the Guitar 4 part.
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