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Ever Braver, Ever Stronger

(An American Elegy)
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PROGRAM NOTES

At the time of this writing, the United States is undergoing a period of turmoil as the war against

were arguably our country’s most tragic moment, but history tells us that out of adversity co
growth. “Ever Braver, Ever Stronger” is intended to convey musically a range of feeli
being an American in the world today. The composer’s hope for us as a countr
mourn for the lives lost, we also display the courage to do what we must and tl
stick to the task, as we have always done in the past. Former mayor of New Yor
Giuliani said after the 9/1 | attacks that Americans would remain “ever bravi
empowering words are the inspiration for the title of this piece.

NOTES TO THE COND

The piece features solo trumpet, whose opening statement 2t and revtgs you

gradually add the rest of the band, pay close attention to the dynamics, s those in
measures 20-2| or 43—44 and 47-48. If you have the melody, go"ahead and singit out, but if you
is

are playing a background part, lay back and give gentle support. Measu spot like that,
where the flute solo must be heard over the whole notes in the rest of the'band. The same thing

applies for measures 43-51. At measure 26, for the s should be played straight
with no vibrato and no jazz inflections. a%

At measure 53 start to build towar rou statgna&z e theme at measure 59. This
is the highest point of the piece. things back M r the final cadence, where your
e

trumpet soloist takes usghome wi d dignity.

| hope that you and your au enjoy “Ever B ver Stronger” and that it helps inspire us

to do our best as Am ns in orld to@



CONDUCTOR EVER BRAVER, EVER STRONGER
(An American Elegy)

By GORDON L. GOODWIN (ASCAP)
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