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GENERAL NOTES FOR
THE SIX-PACK ARRANGEMENTS

Warner Bros. Publications has carefully chosen the tunes that are included in
these Six-Packs so that there are a variety of tempos and styles. They contain
standard ballads and jazz or swing numbers, as well as more contemporary
songs in each Six-Pack. The arranger has paid special attention to detailing the
marking of each note and phrase so that younger jazz players can learn the
nuances and subtleties of iazz or swing phrasing.

In general, the two most often used notations in “jazz” that don't
sound like they read, are the quarter note that has either a dot () or an invert-
ed V (A ), orboth ( A ). This is played short like an eighth-note ( ; ¥ ).(Some
arrangers call them long eighths.) And of course, the eighth-notes that
are changed rhythmically to a sort of lilting eighth-note triplet are known as
swing 8ths (] =j’5'). Even though the tune is marked to be in a swing tempo,
on occasion the arranger will mark some notes with a ( f ff ). The long mark
means that quarter-notes should be long and the eighths should be played
straight, not swung.

In an effort to add variety to the arrangements, there are severahrepeats, end-
ings, D.S.’s, D.C.’s, Codas, and notes'to play 1st or 2nd timenly, etc. The
director is encouraged togalk this through with his band so“that everyone
knows the routine.

Ad-lib solos when used, have been written out and ¢an be played as written,
but thesefare veryybasic ideas) Please encourage your soloists to improvise
and bréak out on'theinown whenever possible.

These arrangements have been written so that they are complete, melodi-
cally and harmonically when playeddwith 2 trumpets, 1 trombone, 2 alto saxes
and 1 tenor sax;plus rhythm. Theyleft hiand [bass] on the piano should only be
used in the‘absence of a bassyplayer, unless otherwise indicated. Generally,
the piano right hand is sliggestedsfor ad-lib comping. Of course, as you add
the optional parts, the Sound will be fatter and richer.

Although these Six-Pack numbers have been designed with the younger “stu-
dent” in mind, most professional level ensembles will also find these are an
invaluable help in“building up their libraries.

ARRANGER’S COMMENTS

CAN'T WE BE FRIENDS?

This standard has been around for a long time, but still ranks as a classic
swinger. Keep it driving ahead. At the coda the trombone can ad lib i’'you wish.
Be sure the drums lead in at bar 28 the second time, with a big kick into thedast
half of the arrangement.

SERENADE IN BLUE

A great song. Play it with a slightly swinging feeling on the eighthsnotes. The
brass “ in hats” can be played with the hand on bell, or in the stand! Justthave it
sound behind the sax soli.

BABALU

A good latin tune to have fun with even without Desi Arhaz and his conga drum.
Use your owndrummer to spark up the fills with differenttones on various toms
or snares. Keep the brass figures fairly crisp, except where indicated.

BLUES IN THE NIGHT

Emphasize all the slurs and drops to help with the laid back blues feel. Most of
the slides upward are sort of lip glisses. If your band is real young you can play
this arrangement without these effects, but give it a try first. If you wish to elon-
gate the arrangement, take the optional coda sign. Think-low down and dirty
and you will have the right feel.

AMERICAN PATROL

Similar to Glenn Miller’s hit arrangement, this should be played with a lot of
gusto. Saxes can be “Rough”, attacking. Same with the brass. Be sure your
drummer gets a good pickup fill into the slam note in the coda. Really ride it out.

THE LION SLEEPS TONIGHT

This is one that everyone has probably heard by now. Try to keep a good 16th
note feel throughout to establish the rock feeling. Watch the articulations and
this will be a simple, fun tune.
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