
STRING ORCHESTRA CONCERT LEVEL

christmas
in the round

a holiday Prism for string orchestra

TRADITIONAL
Arranged by ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)

 1 Conductor
 8 1st Violin
 8 2nd Violin
 5 1st & 2nd Viola
 5 1st & 2nd Cello
 5 1st & 2nd String Bass

INSTRUMENTATION

NOTES TO ThE cONdUcTOR

The introduction should be as energetic and brilliant as possible.  Following this full orchestra statement, the violins 
begin the first of the small ensemble features.  You may wish to consider a restaging of the violas and cellos dur-
ing the “Ukrainian Bell Carol.”  By surrounding the audience, the desired prism effect will be achieved.  Each con-
secutive small ensemble feature should draw the audience’s attention to a different stage in the performance hall.  
Memorization of each feature will be the key to the success of the prism effect.  The violas and cellos should move 
back to the orchestra stage during the bass section performance of “We Wish You a Merry Christmas.”

Please note that each section feature should begin following a brief pause at the conclusion of the previous musical 
statement.  The length of the pause should vary based upon audience response.  However, be sure that the momen-
tum of the arrangement is maintained by limiting the time between features. 

For maximum flexibility, I have liberally cross-cued the viola, cello, and bass features.  Please note the viola cues in 
“What Child is This?” Due to range issues, the viola cue begins with the second cello and then moves to the first 
cello.  If the cues are used, this will require an adjustment in the cello section.

I hope you, your ensemble, and your audience find “Christmas in the Round (A Holiday Prism for Orchestra)” to be 
a rewarding musical experience.  Best wishes for a great performance!

Robert W. Smith 

pROgRAM NOTES
“Christmas in the Round (A Holiday Prism for Orchestra)” is a medley of traditional holiday favorites arranged in 
a prism or theater-in-the-round setting.  Beginning with a full orchestra statement, the medley progresses through 
section features for violins, violas, cellos, and basses.  Traditional, humorous, contemporary, and stately, each section 
brings a unique facet to this holiday prism!

Please note:  Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed 
system.  The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.  We hope this 
will not present any difficulty for you in distributing the parts.  Thank you for your understanding.
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