
STRING ORCHESTRA INTERMEDIATE LEVEL

Please note:  Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed 
system.  The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.  We hope this 
will not present any difficulty for you in distributing the parts.  Thank you for your understanding.

the children’s  
carols

Featuring what child is this? and  
lully, lullay, thou little tiny child

Setting by Robert w. smith (ascap)

program notes
“The Children’s Carols” is a setting of two traditional melodies often used as lullabies during the 
holiday season.  Beginning with the beautiful “What Child is This?” the work progresses through 
“Lully, Lullay, Thou Little Tiny Child,” which is perhaps better known as “The Coventry Carol.”  The 
work concludes with a delicate intertwining of the melodies leading to a quiet and peaceful resolu-
tion. 

	 1	C onductor
	 8	 1st Violin
	 8	 2nd Violin
	 8	 3rd Violin (Viola T.C.)
	 5	 Viola
	 5	C ello
	 5	 String Bass
	 1	P iano

INSTRUMENTATION

Note from the editor
The piano, although optional, should be used if possible.  Please note that the part requires a more 
experienced pianist.  I have scored this setting to grow in both texture and sonority.  Please note 
that the opening solo moves into a duet. A quartet follows, leading to the full string orchestra.  Care 
should be given throughout to dynamic shaping.  Please feel free to adjust the dynamic notation to 
fit your specific performance situation.  The tempo of M.M. = 76 may be adjusted as you require for 
the performance situation.  However, please ensure that the tempo never feels rushed or forced. 

I hope you, your orchestra, and your audience find “The Children’s Carols” to be a rewarding musi-
cal experience.  Best wishes for a wonderful performance!

Robert W. SmithPre
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