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(Till Morning Is Nigh)
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Program Notes

Based upon the traditional carol "Away in a Manger,” this setting for full orchestra takes musical liberties
with the original melody. Following an original introduction, the carol is stated in 4/4 time as opposed
to the original 3/4, allowing the listener to enjoy the traditional hymn from a totally new perspective.

Note to Conductor

“"A Christmas Hymn (Till Morning Is Nigh)”" is playable by both full orchestra and stringyorchestra. If'a
string orchestra is used, please note that the melodic statement in the flute/oboe (bars'59—63) méay.be
performed by the first violins if desired. Please note the liberal use of divi§i'in thefirst violins. J/Feelfree
to adjust the part assignments to ensure comfort in the higher range:

The opening phrases should be very gentle in contrast to the subito forte in bar 5. Thisffull orchestra
statement should be very stately in its approach.

The first statement of the carol should be very free im contrast to the "rolling” accompaniment figures.
Feel free to adjust dynamic markings to ensure proper balance throughout the orchestra.

The cello/horn melody at bar 33 will require careful’attention to both,balance and interpretation. I have
scored an optional 8va in opening notes_of the phrase'to ensuré a‘mtusical approach by the less experi-
enced player. The 8va should be used/only if'a mature horn®ection is in place.

I hope that you, your orchestra‘and audience find "A\Christmas Hymn (Till Morning Is Nigh)” to be a
rewarding experience. Best wishes for,a wonderful pesformance. Happy holidays!

Robert W, Swith
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A CHRISTMAS HYMN

Words and Music by

Till Morning Is Nigh J. E. SPILLMAN and MARTIN LUTHER
Setting by ROBERT W. SMITH (ASCAP)
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