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PROGRAM NOTES

Throughout the ages, man has created ceremonies, both liturgical and secular, to celebrate human existence. Rites of Tamburo,
although not specific to any one time period or culture, draws upon this concept of formal celebration. As the title suggests,
the piece is centered around the one instrumental family that has transcended the ages. Using percussion for its driving force,
the piece is an eclectic blend of various musical styles drawn from many different cultural roots.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Rites of Tamburo is playable by both full orchestra and string orchestra (with percussion). If a string orchestra is used, please
note that the timpani, mallet, and accessory percussion parts are necessary for a successful performanceglhe remaining
percussion may be added if personnel allows. Please note the liberal use of divisi in the first violins. Feel free to'adjust the part
assignments to ensure comfort in the higher range.

The opening statement should be as mysterious as possible. Please note the doubling of the ma ine with
vibraphone. If a suitable vibraphone is not available, you may wish to use a synthesizer with an appr

setting. The first melodic statement in the cello/horns should be chant-like.

The vocal effects in the opening measures should be carefully balanced not to overshad aani
may require a dynamic adjustment for audibility. The solo violin/flute entra Id be rat ng by
comparison. | have scored this line in this register to take advantage of the is range.

The tempo at measure 20 is crucial. | have noted 152 beats per minute. However, ggest taking Qmpo up to 160
as soon as the orchestra is prepared. The syncopated accents in the stri woodwi will reqlﬁ work for clarity
throughout the ensemble. This line is doubled in the marimba. If personnel'@ g ent per an additional octave
in the marimba. 6

ure to rehearse this ¢ termelodic statement to ensure
d crescendo as it ascends.

| suggest isolating the ascending line beginning in measure 28.
a smooth transition between sections of the orchestra. The |i

The divisi in the woodwinds in measures 34 and 35 requi al assignat chord tones. Strive for an absolutely
even balance in each choir. The pick-a-note effect may same type ignment. Strive for maximum dissonance

by using a half step between each player. This effee upon‘dy m ape. Note the piano to fortissimo.

The percussion groove beginning at measure : e zhensure comfortin the entire orchestra. | suggest
beginning in measures 40 and 41. By strument may be introduced in a rehearsal setting
only after the groove is established and S z% rts. The accents in the cabasa are absolutely crucial.
Theviola/clarinet statementat mea j iom for its inspiration. This allows for a wonderful opportunity
to teach style and interpretation. T h the violin/flute entrance at measure 52. During the early

rehearsal stage, the ensemb
the percussion. Once the

xchange of lines. | suggest rehearsing each line separately with

e with their “independence,” the two lines should fit together nicely.

The fugue returns in

ing at measure Z7.d'he sforzando/piano effects should be isolated in rehearsal for rhythmic
and dynamic contin t

note the h notes in the timpani at measure 77. These two notes introduce the
, e 2nd violin/trumpets. By isolating these three parts, the orchestra will be
pahiment as it interacts with the melodic lines.

al 8va nétated in the flute line. If possible, please add a piccolo double from measure 88 to the end. You
lay as written if the piccolo is present in order to avoid intonation concerns.

o have the flute s%
ild beginning at suré 119 is of prime importance. Be sure the timpani solo is audible leading into measure 123.The
uld be as intense as possible. Please note the subito mezzo piano in measure 129. The following

crescendo must rea fortissimo by measure 131. The same dynamic effect is used in measure 134 with the trill in the
upper strings/woodwinds. | suggest isolating both of these sections during rehearsal.
ten

| have writ s of Tamburo as a vehicle to provide higher-level musical opportunities without the extreme technical
demands required for achievement. I hope you will find this piece to be a wonderfully exciting addition to your repertoire that

will allow your ensemble to grow musically.
%’L

| hope you enjoy Rites of Tamburo. Best wishes for a wonderful performance!
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