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PROGRAM NOTES

Throughout history, Mankind has harnessed the wild, domesticating many species and adapting them to his needs. Of all the
animals that mankind has domesticated, the horse is certainly one of the most important — if not the most important, for
the horse was the precursor of the automobile; the only rapid and reliable method of transportation for probably the best
part of 2,000 years. In many places, it still is the only reliable and rapid method of transportation.

The wild horses of Abaco have been known for as long as the Bahamas has been colonized. Until recently however, their
importance was never known. Today, though, the Wild Horses of Abaco are now recognized as being some of the few
Spanish Barb horses remaining in existence.

Although horses have subsequently been introduced to the Bahamas from both North America and Britain, A testing on
the Abaco horses has shown without doubt their relationship with the Spanish Barbs. The horses ar ially known
as “Abaco Barbs.”

The story begins almost thirteen hundred years ago, back in the start of the eighth century whe
At this time, the African Barb, or Berber horse was crossed with the resident horse of Iber;j

dsS
ish %
These horses were carried by the Spanish to America, where they quickly became adop i i a as
ing i alo.

t Hispaniola
nﬂ r pearls off the
‘ e island of Abaco

. the so
Another possibility is that the horses swam ashore from one of the many Spanis shi@l«& occurred at this time in

How the horses got to Abaco in the first place remains unknown. Columbu %U’Qme islands

and Central America and who captured many native Indians as slaves to
coast of Venezuela. It is quite probable that one or more of these early €

nish fleet of sevente ps was wrecked off Abaco. Any

one of the horses carried by these ships would have been able t im ashore.
When Ponce de Leon visited the Bahamas in 1514, he fou of the Indiaghere were no more natives, and the
Bahamas certainly had no gold so consequently, th not int n these islands. For more than one

hundred years the Bahamas had no human population.
and his “Eleutherian Adventurers” established
religious persecution.

s did notyc ze them until 1648, when William Sayle
colony at Gove & Harbour on the island of Eleuthera to avoid

Abaco is one of the only three Bahamiandsland ort for s e Carlbbean pine. For possibly hundreds of years,
the Abaco horses survived alone in the fores ith ]ust belng captured to work in the short-lived sugar cane
industry on the island.

By the early 1960’s there were only three Abaco W|Id e Today few traces of the settlement or the industry remain
and the only inhabitants are h horses.

NOT O THE CONDUCTOR

In this original M Secies ?osition, Victor Lopez tries to capture the essence of the wild horses of
Abaco. The ng is to be playedytri ntly while building to the spirited melody at measure |3, which is supported
ure that should monically balanced. Special care should be given to keeping the rhythmic pulse
“A” section until measure 53. At measure 56, the flute solo should be lush and expressively played
e 72 when the ¢ ﬁ\the piece is intensified with percussive ornaments. The low temple block effects should
eted very loose %er to recreate the sensation of herds of wild horses running through the pine forests. At
ifferences in color between the three concert toms and bass drum. When the slow theme

Id be played calmly and broadly leading to the D.S. al coda. The transition from the beginning
of the coda to mea 10 should be carefully noted to set the driving pulse. Starting at measure |10, this section should be

played forcewwith great intensity to create a soaring ending.

| hope that you and your students find Abaco Overture to be a musically rewarding experience and outstanding
program selection.

Victor Lopez
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Abaco Overture
Correlated to Band Expressions™ Book Two
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