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Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed
system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. We hope this
will not present any difficulty for you in distributing the parts. Thank you for your understanding.

Alfred
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PROGRAM NOTES

The musical heritage of the African continent is one of its greatest gifts to the world. Interacting rhythmic figures
presented through vibrant percussion serve as the framework for beautiful, flowing melodic lines.

The Republic of Cameroon is a country in Western Africa formed by the 1961 merging of the former French Cameroon
and part of British Cameroon.“Cameroon,” by Robert W. Smith and Michael Story, draws upon the deep cultural roots
combined with historical European influences for its inspiration. Featuring the percussion section throughout,
“Cameroon” is correlated to Band Expressions™ Book One for performance at the end of the first year{of instruction.

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The introduction should be very intense with the focus on the interaction between the full bandyand the keyboard
percussion. Please note the two parts in the keyboard percussion. If only one player is aydilable, please use the top part.
If multiple players are available but the availability of instruments is a concern, please'use twoyplayers per xyléphone
and/or marimba and adjust octaves as needed. The decrescendo in measures 3—4 provides a teaching oppértunity and
a directed listening experience for the band. Please ensure that the shapefof the decrescendo is balancédibetween the
winds and the bongos and that the dynamic level of the release is accurate.

The initial melodic statement in the clarinets should be as expressive as'possible. Please make the connection between
the clarinet soli and the larger ensemble melodic statement that begins in_ measure 9. The ‘interpretation should be
complementary.

The percussion interaction during these statements is particularly important. Please give the scrape technique special
attention to ensure the quality of sound from the suspended cymbal. In addition, the percussion crescendo into
measure 9 should be carefully balanced to give monfentum to, the piece.

The third statement of the melody beginning iy measure 21, in contrast to,the initial melodies, builds in intensity with

percussion layering growing as well.This was writtén to'provide a tedghing opportunity in terms of musical conversation
and phrasing.

The repeated section beginning at{measure 35,provides yet,anéther layering opportunity for the band. Please ensure
that the initial woodwind statement is legato and flowing.[Each subsequent repeat adds to the texture and should be
in the same style as the woodwinds.

Please give careful attghtion to the dynamic sh@ping once again leading to the fortissimo in measure 57. Following the
decrescendo, the crescéndo béginning at measure 59 should be balanced while maintaining the intensity of the piece.
The final stateménts betweer winds and pércussion should be very intense leading to the final two notes.

Finally, wé)suggest a, percussion section rehearsal if your schedule permits. The focus on technique combined with
masicality will yield“pleasing results for the students and audience.

We hope that you, your dandyand your audience find “Cameroon” to be a rewarding experience. Best wishes for a
wonderfubperformance!

Robent W. Smith and Mickael Story



CONDUCTOR Correlated to Unit 29 Band Expressions™ Book One
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