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e S
hs on man .The legend and lore of the Old West, a significant part of this

as, t n@ State. This land of American courage and pioneer dreams was

ing in the he work opens‘Wwith a bold fanfare. The fanfare gives way to the fast and furious “Los
is section of the is based upon the significant contributions and sacrifices of the Texas Rangers.
se skilled and ess lawmen as the Texas Devils.

The history of the United States ha
heritage, is perhaps no more preval
the inspiration for this work.

With the mission bells ri
Diablos Tejanos.” Ap
The Mexican Army r

is oftefijov ed. From the pristine shores on the Gulf of Mexico to the Hill Country, from the
t see to reach to thésky tothe desert southwest, Texas is a land of geographical contrasts. Perhaps the visual image
ese various regio e annual appearance of bluebonnets, the state flower. As one gazes upon the fields in

ems to &s the color stands in stark contrast to the landscape. The quiet and reflective center of the work
S

journey through Texas time and space continues.

io the word conjures images of amazing power as the longhorns blaze across the range in clouds of
ricinterpretation, the “stampede” west by the early pioneers laid the foundation for a nation that now

g t cificoceans. The final section of the work entitled “Stampede” celebrates the vision and perseverance

of those early pio@ who helped forge a new nation.

Texas... thar State... The Star of Dreams.

The Association of Texas Small School Bands under the leadership of Mr. Gary Robbins, president, commissioned this work for
the 2002 ATSSB All-State Band. The Star of Dreams was premiered under the baton of the composer in San Antonio, Texas, in
February 2002.

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system.
The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

The opening phrases will be most effective with careful staging of the chimes. If possible, use two sets staged on eithe!
side of the band. If only one set is available, two players will be required in the response phrases, such as measures 4-7.

The opening horn statement should be as majestic as possible. If presence is a concern in the horn section, you may wist
to consider bells in the air for the introduction. The ensemble response should be equally majestic. Careful attentior
should be given to the harmonic changes. | suggest sustaining each chord as needed for the ensemble to be comfortable
with the harmonic direction. Measures 17 and |8 should be as biting as possible. The silence between each figure shoulc
contain only the decay of the chimes.

Pay particular attention to the weight given to the accents in the clarinet/piano ostinato ‘beginning in‘méasure 19.The
interaction of these accents with the incessant snare figure is crucial to the intensity of the wark, Please note the shap-
ing of the snare line. The marimba joins this rhythmic interaction beginning in measure 23, Feel freeito experiment witt
implements and dynamic notation in the marimba line to ensure its presence. If a balan€ed rhythmic interactionfissa con:
cern, please note that the priority remains with the energy created between the sndre and clarinets/piano.

The melodic line beginning at measure 27 should be as haunting as possible. It'should soar over yet not overpower the
rhythmic lines. The fanfare figures in the trumpets and trombones should be as intense as possible y&t remain with almost
a distant quality in the balance of the ensemble.

The brass and percussion accents beginning in measure 69 should be very powerful and on the front edge of the beat
Care should be given to ensure the forward momentum of thé piece.The brass shotld urge the woodwinds forward anc
not feel as if they are responding to the woodwinds.

The percussion should take the spotlight beginning in fheasure 76.Fhe grooyesshould be decidedly Mexican. However, tra-
ditional Mexican instruments may not be powerful enough to carry the intefsity at this point. Please note the doubling
which is written in an effort to bolster thesedraditional instruments: Foryexample, the maracas are doubled with a large
beaded gourd to create a larger ethnic effect. Inghe s@me mannerythe'bongos are doubled with toms to provide depth
and presence.

The trumpet/trombone melody i§ marked as)'‘snarling.” Jihe #ésponding woodwind and horn figures should be equally
powerful. The pick-a-note figures are\writtento create maximum dissonance within the line of the crescendo. | chose to
allow the individual musiciahs aibit ‘of ownershiptingthe,piece at this point. However, please strive for a closely voiced
effect. If the chosen pitches are too'‘@pen in their intérvallic relationship, the effect will sound thin and hollow.

The clarinet solo statement beginning in measure | 10 should be in conversation with the piano.The ensemble response
beginning at méasure 118shiould be a@s wafm as possible in contrast to the rather transparent setting of clarinet and piano.
Please pay careful attention to bdlanceithroughout this section. In addition, please ensure that the melodic line in the
horns/baritone/clarinet maintains a preSence in the ensemble throughout the various ornamental figures. The trills should
start rather slow and then increase in velocity as the sustain continues.

The stampede section.iSithesmost effective if offstage percussion is used for the opening crescendo. | suggest surround-
ing the audience to maximize the effect. A variety of bass drums and low toms should be used to provide multiple tim-
bres and pitches. Randorfi"accents may be employed by individuals to create the chaotic effect. Feel free to use as many
additional percussion as personnel and the performance venue allows.

Please note that the whip(s) should be as intense as possible.You may wish to construct your own whips of various sizes
for maximum effect.

I hope you, your ensemble, and your audience find “The Star of Dreams” to be a rewarding experience. | wish you the
very best in your concert preparation and performance.

Robent W. Smith
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Note to Conductor: Surround the band with bass drums and toms for the “stampede” effect. If personnel allows, surround the audience as well.
Experiment with various size drums to create the desired sonic environment. Horn statement should be very powerful and balanced within

the percussion crescendo. Allow the bowed gong/tam to emerge from the crescendo in the early stages.
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